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Editorial  
 

 

 

The publication of the European Journal of Geography (EJG) is based on the European 
Association of Geographers’ goal to make European Geography a worldwide reference and 
standard. As a result, the papers published in the EJG, including those on this issue, are 
focused in promoting the significance of geography as a discipline, in resolving global issues 
or applying geography, complementing, of course, the fundamental goals of improving the 
quality of research, learning and teaching of Geography. In other words with the EJG the 
European Association of Geographers provides a forum for geographers worldwide to 
communicate on all aspects of research and applications of geography with a European 
dimension, but not exclusive.  
 
As a result, every issue of the EJG provides a glimpse of the important role Geography can play 
in helping researchers, academics, professionals as well as decision makers and politicians in 
resolving a wide spectrum of problems. In other words, EJG following Geography which 
connects the physical, human and technological sciences is aiming at enhancing teaching, 
research, and of interest to decision makers, problem solving. That is, in every issue of the 
journal a reader can find answers of how aspects of these sciences are interconnected and 
are forming spatial patterns and processes that impact on global issues and thus effecting 
present and future generations.  
 
The goal of the editorial team, which up to now has been achieved to a great extent, is that 
the papers of the EJG by dealing with places, people and cultures, will explore those issues 
ranging from physical, urban and rural environments and their evolution to climate, pollution, 
development and political-economy. Thus, your contributions to the EJG are not only 
desirable, but necessary for Geography and Science as a whole.  
 
                                                                                                                           Kostis C. Koutsopoulos  

                                                          Editor EJG 
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FROM CONTENT TO CONCEPT. 

TEACHING GLOCAL ISSUES WITH GEOGRAPHICAL PRINCIPLES. 

 

 

                                                             Janis FÖGELE  
University of Erlangen-Nuremberg, Department of Geography Education, Nuremberg. 

(http://www.didgeo.ewf.uni-erlangen.de/mitarbeiter/foegele/). 

                                                                       (Janis.Foegele@fau.de) 

 

Abstract 

Glocal problems are central to school geography. Due to their complexity and as a result of the 

didactic reduction these issues are often taught too simple in geography classes.  Instead, it is 

necessary to improve cumulative learning so that students are able to cope with more 

challenging problems. A useful strategy is to structure geography lessons on the basis of key 

concepts and subject-specific principles. Key concepts are basic explanations and guiding 

principles of professional thinking, which can be used in different geographical issues. These 

principles can be discovered by the students in various (new) glocal problems. This supports 

the development of a deeper geographical understanding through all grades. With reference to 

the work of natural science education, we try to identify such key concepts for glocal problems. 

 
Keywords: Glocal issues, Key Concepts, geographical principles, structuring geography lessons. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Buying a new smartphone seems to be a simple event. But looking at the broader processes like 

the production, trade and transportation reveals the complexity and interconnectedness of the 

processes behind the purchase itself. This starts with the variety of raw materials that is used or 

the production steps taking place in different regions of the world. But there are a lot more 

corresponding issues like ecological aspects (worldwide transportation, the pollution through 

ore mining), political phenomena (national trade restrictions for rare earth metals, competing 

players concerning the exploitation of resources) as well as social issues (occupational safety, 

child labor).   

The variety of concerned topics, involved actors, spatial dimensions, and the interrelated 

processes show the complexity of these issues. This problem arises in a large number of glocal 

phenomena, such as climate change or global justice. This implies a challenge for geography-

lessons. To cope with such issues is important for society in general and a central challenge for 

geography as a subject (cp. Ohl, 2013). At the same time, teachers convey a gap between 

acquired and required competencies concerning their capability to adequately capture these 

glocal problems, as Hof & Hennemann have stated in a study (cp. 2013, 78).  

1.1 The Challenge: The Complexity of glocal problems 

The glocal problems outlined above are to be characterised more extensively at this point. 

‘Glocalisation’ characterises some of the most important current challenges like global trade, 

issues of equality, climate change or the consumption of resources. But what does that mean: 

‘glocal’ or ‘glocalisation’? This portmanteau of local and global, localisation and globalisation 

mailto:Janis.Foegele@fau.de
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(cp. Robertson, 1995) was primarily used in strategic management. It describes, for example, 

the strategy of fast food companies that adapt their global strategy to local conditions (‘think 

globally, act locally’). That is why their products vary depending on the geographical region. 

In this paper, we use ‘glocalisation’ to express the increasing complexity of the world. 

Therefore, the term ‘glocalisation’ covers the processes and changes that are taking place 

simultaneously at different levels of scale (Robertson, 1995). These processes are characterised 

by multidirectional interrelationships, by reciprocal effects between local and global conditions. 

When we deal with glocal issues, we are faced with highly differentiated systems with 

interdependent interrelations between its elements and structures (cp. Rempfler & Uphues, 

2011, 38). In contrast to ‘globalisation‘, the term “glocalisation” focuses on the factual 

complexity and emphasises multidirectional processes.  

This complexity is relevant in everyday life. Individuals act within a local dimension. This 

results in effects on a global level. And at the same time, individuals are affected by global 

circumstances. These interactions are a central challenge in the context of glocal issues. 

This can be illustrated again with the example mentioned above: buying a smartphone in a 

concrete shop has global implications concerning the production, trade etc. That shows that 

even the pupils’ everyday life is embedded in a glocalised environment. This leads us to didactic 

consequences: pupils should be addressed as directly involved players and not as passive 

observers of abstract processes. 

But as mentioned above, the complexity of glocal problems causes some challenges. First, 

it is difficult to prepare and structure these issues for geography lessons without extensive 

simplifications. Second these simplifications could lead to recommended actions that are 

oversimplified. For example the recommendation: “The purchase of regional products is always 

preferable, because their production is environmentally beneficial.” The idea behind this 

suggestion is the environment pollution due to the import of food or comparable goods and as 

a result of transportation over a long distance. The above-mentioned recommendation is 

intuitive and seems correct. But it could be wrong. An example: A regionally produced apple, 

which is harvested in the fall and stored in refrigerated warehouses until someone buys this 

apple in summer, causes emission of carbon dioxide. Thus, this apple could have a worse eco-

balance than an apple from New Zealand that is shipped to Europe without any further storage 

period (cp. Neubacher, 2012, 75). For this reason, it is important to empower students as active 

glocal protagonists to act locally and to consider the global consequences. The multifaceted 

complexity (different dimensions like the factual, social, temporal or spatial complexity) is a 

big challenge (Seitz, 2002).  

2. KEY CONCEPTS AND PRINCIPLES 

2.1 Key Concepts in natural science education 

In natural science education, for instance in biology and chemistry, key concepts are used as a 

means for teachers and pupils to cope with complex issues (cp. Demuth, Ralle & Parchmann 

2005; Lichtner, 2007, 2012). Key concepts are subject-specific ideas or analytical frameworks 

which give support in structuring lessons concerning complex issues. At the same time, they 

enable pupils to discover familiar patterns in new contexts.  

For biology, key concepts were developed that cover the entire subject matter. They are called 

structure and function, reproduction, control and regulation, variability and appropriateness, 

etc. (a total of eight key concepts) (cp. Lichtner, 2012; Weber, 2008).  
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     How these concepts are being used, can be illustrated on the key concept ‘structure and 

function’.  

This concept covers the functional relation of the organisms’ structures and their functions 

within a specific system; for example the human knee and the ability to walk. Since the degree 

of abstraction of the underlying concept ‘structure and function’ is very high, concepts and 

principles at a lower level of abstraction were found- for example the lock-and-key-principle 

(see figure 1). In support of (learning-) progression, this principle occurs in different grade 

levels within various phenomena.  

Using the lock-and-key-principle in lower grades supports pupils to build connections 

between structure and function, for example, they could analyse birds and their beaks which 

are adapted for collecting nectar from flowers. In a cumulative learning process, this principle 

is applied in increasingly complex subject areas. For example first on the basis of sexuality and 

sexual organs, and finally on the basis of the functioning of enzymes (see LICHTNER, 2012).  

This example indicates the key concepts’ potential as reductive-organising strategies. Thus, 

key concepts and subject-specific principles could be a means to cope with highly complex and 

extensive topics (cp. Ohl, 2013, 7). 

2.1.1 Definition: Key Concepts and principles 

Key concepts can be defined as structured and interconnected ideas, theories and explanatory 

models that have emerged from the structure of a subject to describe subject-specific basic 

processes and phenomena (Demuth, Ralle & Parchmann, 2005, 57). While geographical units 

like cities, rivers, and vegetation zones are like the subject’s vocabulary, key concepts as the 

subject’s grammar are able to establish connections between these vocabularies (cp. Sander, 

2007). 

In understanding the function of key concepts we can distinguish between two perspectives. 

The first considers these concepts from a student or learner's perspective. Thus, the basic 

concepts can be understood as guiding principles ("big ideas") of professional thinking that are 

comprehensible to students and can help them to develop subject-specific knowledge and 

conceptual understanding (cp. Demuth, Ralle & Parchmann, 2005, 57).  

The use of basic concepts supports the learner to recognise meaning and structure in the 

context of the given issue (cp. Lichtner, 2007, 1). From the learners’ perspective, key concepts 

are a metacognitive learning strategy. The often cited study of the educational researcher John 

Hattie (2009, 189), which examines the effectiveness of various teaching and learning activities 

notes a high learning effectiveness of such strategies. 

A second perspective focuses on the teachers’ perspective and therefore emphasises 

challenges concerning their lesson planning. One of the first steps in this process that can be 

supported by using key concepts is to foster the professional understanding of the teachers. 

                                                            

Figure 1. Lock-and-key-principle. 
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With the aims of promoting a vertical integration of new knowledge (systematic knowledge-

building) and to strengthen the horizontal expansion of knowledge, teachers plan and structure 

their lessons on the basis of key concepts (cp. Demuth, Ralle & Parchmann, 2005, 56). Key 

concepts initially serve as a kind of relevance filter, so they can help selecting and structuring 

subjects. By selecting appropriate examples, key questions can be found. (ibid, 59). 

This perspective allows conclusions to their positive impact on the students’ learning, too. 

Hattie noted in this regard that the teachers’ deep understanding about their subject has a very 

large positive impact on student learning (cp. 2009, 117). 

The example of biology has shown that subject-specific key concepts are often at a too high 

level of abstraction. Therefore, subject-specific principles have been worked out. These can 

each be assigned to the concepts. The principles are on a lower level of abstraction and have 

the same functions as the key concepts (Schmiemann et al., 2012, 107). 

2.2 Geographical key concepts 

2.2.1 Geographical Key Concepts in UK 

For school geography, the first major catalogs of key concepts were developed in the English-

speaking community. Table 1 (Taylor, 2008, 51) provides an overview of some crucial 

approaches. Starting point for these approaches were questions like: What does ‘thinking 

geographically’ mean (Jackson, 2006)? Which scientific interest do geographers have? What 

does it mean to ask geographically? 

The following geographical concepts turn out to be central through the comparison of these 

collections of key concepts: place, space and scale (e.g. Holloway, Rice & Valentine, 2003; 

Jackson, 2006). 

Place implies various facets such as the location and the materiality of a particular place and 

especially its meanings are very important (sense of place). Places may be fictitious or real and 

it is of great interest how they are perceived and represented by people, how places emerge 

through power geometries (Massey, 2005; Uhlenwinkel, 2013, 24). 

Space as a geographical concept has been conceptualised in different ways, too (Lambert & 

Morgan, 2010, 69, Hubbard et al. 2002). From an absolute understanding of space as a container 

with three dimensions (x, y, z), as a system where “objects are located and events occur” (Curry, 

1995, 5), space is more and more seen as a social experience. This view prioritises the question 

“of how space is constituted and given meaning through human endeavour” (Hubbard et al. 

2002, 13).  
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                               Table 1. Overview of different collections of geographical key concepts.  

                                               

Leat (1998) 
Geography Advisors‘ and 

Inspectors‘ Network (2002) 
Rowley & Lewis (2003) 

Cause and effect 

Classification 

Decision-Making 

Development 

Inequality 

Location 

Planning 

Systems 

Bias 

Causation 

Change 

Conflict 

Development 

Distribution 

Futures 

Inequality 

Interdependence 

Landscape 

Scale 

Location 

Perception 

Region 

Environment 

Uncertainty 

Describing and Classifying 

Diversity and Wilderness 

Patterns and Boundaries 

Places 

Maps and Communication 

Sacredness and Beauty 

Holloway et al. (2003) Jackson (2006) 
UK 2008 Key Stage 3 

Curriculum (QCA 2007) 

Space 

Time 

Place 

Scale 

Social Formations 

Physical Systems 

Landscape and Environment 

Space and place 

Scale and connection 

Proximity and distance 

Relational Thinking 

Place 

Space 

Scale 

Interdependence 

Physical and human processes 

Environmental interaction and 

sustainable development 

Cultural understanding and 

diversity 
Source: adopted from TAYLOR, 2008, 51. 

The scale, on the other hand, was formerly dominated by a technical view on different scales. 

The following quotation is a product of this perception: “Everything is related to everything 

else, but near things are more related than distant things” (Tobler, 1970, 236). Having an 

increasingly globalised world in mind, in which local conditions are significantly influenced by 

events that take place in distant areas, illustrates that this view on the geographical concept 

scale has changed. Thus, interconnectedness and scale as an explanatory factor are becoming 

more important. Therefore, specific changes between different scale levels could be used as an 

enquiry method (cp. Uhlenwinkel, 2013, 21).  

Since these concepts are on a high level of abstraction, some authors proposed concepts at a 

lower level of abstraction. A widely noticed approach is shown in Figure 2 where L. Taylor 

proposes four organising concepts: diversity, change, perception & representation and 

interaction (see Taylor 2008 for further explanations). 
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Source: TAYLOR, 2008, 52 

Figure 2. Geographical Concepts, L. Taylor.. 

Taylor added concrete questions to each concept. This illustrates the potential of these 

concepts to support students in the acquisition of specific knowledge and insights. 

2.2.2 Key Concepts in the German educational standards in geography 

While there are already some first approaches within the didactics of geography to take up the 

approach of key concepts, the practical relevance in geography lessons, especially in the context 

of glocal issues, is still very low. 

The German Educational Standards in Geography considers the system as the fundamental 

(basic) concept (German Geographical Society, 2012, 10). The interrelations between the 

physical and human geographical subsystems are one central object of study (ibid.) (see figure 

3). Subordinate to the system as the basic concept are the components structure, function and 

process.  

The spatial organisation of geographic factors such as human settlements or the relief form 

the structure of a system (ibid, 11). The interrelations between these elements constitute their 

functions (for example the relief to the vegetation). Continuous processes are transforming and 

changing the systems and their elements, for example within the orogenesis, urbanisation etc. 

These systems and their components are considered and explained at different scales, from a 

local to a global level.  

The high level of abstraction of these concepts so far prevents a broad implementation in 

geography lessons. Thus, they are difficult to grasp both for learners and for teachers.  

Uhlenwinkel questions the benefit of a concept that contains all possible components, as 

proposed by this approach (2013, 23). A key concept - like the system - that covers every 

phenomenon, reproduces the complexity that is inherent to the considered issue. Thus, this 
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concept loses both its analytical benefit as well as its practical usability as a tool to plan and 

structure geography lessons. 

 

                    
                                                 

Source: German Geographical Society, 2012, 11. 

Figure 3. System as the basic concepts in the German educational standards in geography. 

It is, therefore, desirable to identify feasible and manageable concepts and principles that 

may be helpful to address the challenges outlined above. Within this attempt, we focus on 

teaching geography in the context of glocal issues. 

 

3. GEOGRAPHICAL PRINCIPLES FOR GLOCAL ISSUES 

 

3.1 A collection of geographical principles 

The very useful Anglophone and German concepts of the didactics of the natural sciences are 

being used as a basis to work out convenient concepts and principles to cope with glocal issues 

in geography lessons. The developed principles need to meet more demands. On the one hand, 

they need to have a level of abstraction which is feasible for teachers. For this reason, they need 

to be very concrete that they can help to decide on topics and to structure them. On the other 

hand, they need to represent subject-specific enquiry strategies to comprehend the analysed 

issue. Thus, the principles can lead to a profound understanding of the subject. It is also 

important that they are suitable for pupils to enable them to use the principles independently. 

Figure 4 shows four principles: enquiry on different scale levels, sustainability quadrangle, 

subjectivity & values, intergenerational perspectives. These principles are proposed to be useful 

to cope with glocal issues. There will be symbiotic teacher training courses (Gräsel & 

Parchmann, 2004) as a part of an academic study at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg to 
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prove this assumption. The figure shows their derivation according to the above-mentioned 

concepts. The arrows indicate possible relations, in this case, the figure does not claim to be 

complete. 

 

 

Figure 4. Derivation of geographical principles in the context of glocal issues. 

 

Some brief considerations on the proposed principles can provide an idea for their 

conceptualisation. 

 

- Sustainability quadrangle: 

 

Analysing the four dimensions ecology, economy, politics, and good governance, as well as 

social issues, can be used as patterns to find out interdependencies and interactions that appear 

in the considered glocal issue (cp. Engelhard, Mönter & Otto, 2009, 7). 

 

- Enquiry on different scale levels:  

In association with the sustainability quadrangle, enquiries on different scale levels can be 

useful as a meta-cognitive strategy to analyse glocal issues. An intended focus on local, regional 

or even global scales and an intended change between those levels are very important 

geographical strategies.  

Instead of looking at the scale levels in an additive and isolated way, it is intended to change 

the scales constantly (for example while looking at facets of the human-environment system or 

by referring to separate dimensions of the sustainability quadrangle). (Jahnke & Richter, 2010; 

Uphues, 2007, 158). 

 

- Subjectivity and Values: 

Conflicts and consensus, the identification of problems and solutions..: these central 

phenomena in the context of glocal issues depend on different standards of evaluation. These 

are results of particular values that vary concerning to individuals, groups, regions, certain 

points in time etc. The consideration and reflection of these issues are important to comprehend 

the scope of glocal problems. 
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- Intergenerational perspectives: 

The intergenerational perspective is linked to the sustainability quadrangle and an important 

aspect of many glocal issues. This focus on conditions for several subjects allows detecting an 

aspect of justice and particular processes of change.  

 

How to use these principles can be illustrated with the help of an example. Many German 

textbooks for geography are dealing with topics like the carbon footprint and renewable 

energies (eg. Brodengeier & Obermann, 2007). In this context one considered issue is biofuel. 

Several articles in journals of geographical education treat this controversial issue, too. These 

attempts are emphasising different topics like tropical deforestation (Ditter, 2008), nutrition 

security vs. climate protection (Sprave, 2007), land consumption (Sedelmeier, 2012) or on case 

studies concerning particular countries like Brazil (Schacht, 2008). Due to the complexity of 

this topic, it is difficult to cover every single detail. Key concepts and geographical principles 

can help to identify relevant facets systematically. They are a means for teachers and pupils to 

think and ask geographically, to select important information, to organise the enquiry on this 

complex issue. 

                                                                                                      

Figure 5. Using geographical principles, biofuels. 

 

Figure 5 shows a possible intermediate result of an enquiry that is based on geographical 

concepts. Although there exist a lot more possible items and interrelations, this concept map 

covers many facets of the complex issue biofuels. Based on this illustration the enquiry could 

be continued with the help of the geographical principle different scale levels. The identified 

items can be examined by their spatial location and distribution, their range and their 

interconnectedness. By switching between different scale levels in addition to particular 

selected dimensions like economy and ecology (and their interdependencies) learners could 

gradually grasp this complex issue during their enquiry. Furthermore, this intermediate result 
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helps to identify geographical concepts on a higher level of abstraction. After getting access to 

central issues and questions with the help of geographical principles, organising concepts (see 

above) like change (increased demand for agricultural goods- land consumption- tropical 

deforestation- soil erosion) or interdependence (climate protection and nutrition security, see 

figure 5) can be derived from these first insights. 

This is a brief demonstration how the introduced geographical principles can be used. There 

are a lot more facets, a lot more problems concerning biofuels. The example gives an idea of 

the advantage of the geographical principles- especially in comparison to the above-mentioned 

key concepts that are on a high level of abstraction. As within the proposed attempt, it is not 

necessary to consider every principle on every topic. Rather it is useful to focus on particular 

principles that occur on the examined issue.  

4. CONCLUSIONS 

Based on considerations on the importance of glocal problems and the challenge for school 

geography due to their complexity, key concepts, and geographical principles are a promising 

means to cope with these challenges. Using these strategies in the context of glocal issues can 

provide the support of deeper geographical understanding through all grades. Geographical 

principles are on a level of abstraction that enables teachers to structure their lessons, to select 

important issues. At the same time, pupils are capable, using them during their enquiries on 

their own. It is desirable getting insights in the feasibility for teachers of these geographical 

principles. These insights can be used for the implementation of this approach.  
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Abstract 

Geo-literacy is the most important skill for the 21st century citizens for built identity of 

groups but also for the personal development of citizens, enabling them to find their place in 

society. It also serves as a source of inspiration for the development of people personalities 

and abilities and plays a key role in providing the sense of belonging, combining the value of 

national citizenship to the EU citizenship. In this paper, we will try to present topics that can 

be incorporated in school Geography curricula in order to place geo-literacy at the heart of 

the modern school, offering the capability of overcoming the current crisis, decreasing 

phenomena as xenophobia, and racism while supporting democracy, human rights, and 

dignity. 

Keywords: geo-literacy, school curricula, cultural identity 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Literacy, as Unesco states (2004), is a person's “ability to identify, understand, interpret, 

create, communicate and compute, using printed and written materials associated with 

varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of learning in enabling individuals to 

achieve their goals, to develop their knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in their 

community and wider society.” 

Despite the fact that literacy has its roots in linguistics, in our days overtakes its close 

relationship with the language and relates to what is a social individual activity. It refers to 

the set of skills, practices, usage of various texts allowing the individual to manage his social 

life through his participation in areas of social activity (Papadopoulou, 2011). 

In school geography, the term literacy following the model of textbooks but also of a 

teaching method that wanted the student to know details about the landscape, was limited to 

sterile knowledge of natural and anthropogenic characteristics of the world. The knowledge 

of rivers, lakes, states, capitals, etc. was enough in order to characterize someone as to the 

high or low level of literacy. 

National Geographic Education (http://education.nationalgeographic.com) tried a 

definition in order to transfer the term in geography education. It identified the geographic 

literacy as comprehension both of human and natural systems, and of the geographical and 

systematic decision-making process. According to Edelson (2014) “Geo-literacy enables 

people to steer away from choices that will be costly for themselves and others.” Through this 

dimension, the geographic literacy involves a better comprehension of the complexity of the 
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world, of interconnections that exist in this as well as the manner in which decisions of a 

community affect other communities and vice versa.  

The term in the field of geography education is combined by the so-called “three I’s” 

(http://education.nationalgeographic.com): 

 

Interactions: Concerning the understanding of human and natural systems and focus on 

the function and interaction among them i.e. how natural systems or how political or 

economic systems interact. 

Interconnections: Help in developing geographical reasoning through the understanding 

how a place is linked to another (i.e. historical or geographical connections in different scales 

from local to global and across different sciences. The kind of growing relationships, make 

the places suitable or not for the activities development. 

Implications: Relating to the systematic decision making and the justification and 

understanding of the connections so that students are able to make informed decisions for the 

future. 

 

It is readily understood that the lack of geoliteracy recommends people with a poor mental 

map, not capable to understand the complexity of the world since they recognize it as a 

fragmented concoction that includes phenomena and processes unrelated to each other 

(Gritzner, 2003).  

2. GEO – LITERACY AND IDENTITY 

The conception of identity gathers the homogeneous elements through which the groups 

define themselves, achieving consistency of common characteristics, which in their turn help 

to be maintained through time and prevent potential danger of their elimination (national 

origin, race, ancestry, social status, sex, economic status, language, religion, customs, etc.). 

The identity is a mental construction changing in time that helps to self-determination of the 

individual. It is variable data, as it constitutes the product of a dynamic procedure of social 

and historical construction. The same happens with the cultural identity. During his 

development, the individual appropriates and incorporates norms, values, and representations 

of his environment’s culture. He builds in this way a cultural identity that he shares with 

other members of his group. This is the familiar phenomenon of socialization starting from 

childhood and lasts throughout the duration of our lives. Any person can define himself in his 

own special way according to his beliefs. Therefore, there is no doubt that the constitution of 

identity does not only involve the energy of his self-determination, but through implications 

also includes the comparing, acceptance or exclusion, and in general the determining of the 

identity of the “other” (Nova-Kaltsouni, 1998). 

Geography, in the range of dealing with culture, examines the groups, their differentiation 

and their distribution in space, the ideas connecting them and how groups perceive the space. 

It locates "objects, ideas, and practices that constitute cultures and identifies how cultures 

form identities through which people recognize themselves and others" (Grang, 1998). 

These processes sometimes are approached on a global scale (macro-geographies) and 

sometimes on a small scale focusing on the daily microcosm (micro-geographies). The 

"obedience" of all individuals to the same ecumenical laws concerning religion, history or 

rationality, results in the separation or in conflict. Through the development of technology, 

economic development and international trade, the world we live in is becoming increasingly 

smaller. This is one of the results of globalization. The above procedure while increasing the 
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interconnectedness between cultures, people, and systems at an international level, intensifies 

the division at a local level, making the geo-literacy more necessary than ever.  

3. GEO – LITERACY AND SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY 

The modern greek educational system and consequently the modern greek school has 

undergone a series of significant changes in the structure and characteristics of the social 

reference framework as a result of a series of interconnected developments in the 

international environment and within national societies (globalization, international 

migration, pluralism of values and lifestyle, empowering of old and new forms of social 

inequalities, social exclusion, etc.). For the modern school whose main characteristic is 

multiculturalism, the configuration of symmetrical interaction relations between identity and 

alterity, poses a challenge of central importance. 

May the geographical literacy assist in the structuring of the cultural identity as a 

counterpart and exceedance of dilemmas, distortions, and bipolarity? May geo-literacy via 

school geography to contribute in order people to coexist as equal and different? 

Based on Greek and on other European countries curricula, we identified some topics that 

can be the starting point for the development of attitudes, skills and open-mindedness to the 

citizen of the future in order to accept, respect and coexist with "the different". The thematic 

sections proposed are indicative. Clearly the educator can spot more topics related to the 

identity and acceptance of otherness. However in this paper, the criteria for the selection of 

topics rely more on utilizing the experience of students, on an easy development of proposed 

themes by them and on accessibility to information (Internet, newspapers etc.). 

3.1 Proposed thematic sections 

3.1.1 We and the others - Different habits, different people  

This topic focuses on the identification of identity and culture of others through "our" 

identity. Each group tends to understand its own habits or traditions as expected and habits of 

other peculiar. The geo-literacy helps to identify the different “rules” that are behind each 

culture. Example: Students can discuss people’s attitudes toward animals and the practical 

implications deriving from what are considered the appropriate codes of behaviour in the 

attitude towards animals in a diversity of situations. These issues are received in different 

ways in different cultures according to the prevalent view of the nature of animals. In many 

instances, different cultural attitudes towards animals are affected by religious traditions. 

Through the search for elements of culture is emerging the identity of the different nations. 

Something that to the European seems strange for the Indian seems normal and vice versa. So 

in India, the cows move undisturbed in the street without anyone bothers them, whereas in 

Europe the cows are part of livestock production. Dogs in the European culture are animals 

closely related to the concept of home and storage. The violence against dogs is a crime. In 

Cantonese cuisine or the cuisine of Vietnam, the dog and cat eating are included in the daily 

diet. In Cambodia, the soup of tarantulas is deemed a delightful delicacy, while in Mexico 

tequila instead of nuts is combined with fried grasshoppers. Any of the above groups can be 

described as more or less “barbaric”. Such examples function as catalysts and make much 

easier the understanding of the differences between various cultures of nations. 
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3.1.2 Who said that there are no invisible borders?  

Groups within the groups? The recognition and understanding of territorial divisions within 

the same space is another theme of geo-literacy, which contributes to the understanding of 

identity and alterity. Separations defining different identities exist even within the same 

space. The religion, the football team, the art are some of the topics that constitute 

separations. The reference to graffiti as an expression of ideological separation can be a 

starting point for discussion, acceptance and understanding of the identity of different people 

living together in the same space. As an example could be used graffiti works that one sees in 

New York's walls (e.g. the political protest and satire of Banksy) versus the graffiti work in 

European cities where often it is considered as an embellishment (tendency of architecture for 

an alternative expression in order to be given light to dark from the flue walls). The graffiti in 

areas of Los Angeles and San Francisco where they reside mainly African Americans or in 

Sao Paulo might be another "exercise" of reading symbolic representations and encodings 

used by illegal groups to evade the law or designate their territory, many times even to those 

who disdain law. Students get excited when they start to read the hidden messages of graffiti 

(i.e. an arrow showing the boundary of the region, or letters replacement in order to highlight 

the identity, numbers showing the group code etc.). A discussion on the importance or 

problems arising from the understanding or not of territorial divisions within the same space 

can sensitize the students and help them realize that identity is not a matter of existing 

borders defined between the states with certain agreements or contracts. Identities may be 

intangible borders which however can be equally rigid with actual. 

3.1.3 Buildings’ Symbolic Geographies  

How are buildings signifying space? How is this signification linked to the creation of 

identity? The recognition of the signification of the spaces of this theme refers to an unusual 

type symbolism for students. For example, the Library or Academy existence refers to a 

learning space, the cafeteria in meeting and acquaintances place, the student haunt or bar in a 

place frequented by certain age people with declared occupation and interests. Many times 

buildings or monuments in a place propose symbolic geographies and are used as groups 

coalescent medium. The existence of a University increases the tolerances of social groups in 

“different” (university asylum), likewise, a statue helps the state to promote the image of a 

nation or group highlighting its characteristics and requiring indirectly from the surrounding 

the acceptance and compliance. 

3.1.4 Let’s celebrate!  

The role of religious or national holidays is important for identifying groups with a common 

identity. Both of them keep traditions alive and strengthen the coherence of teams. Each 

country has its own characteristic festivities and every group of people has -and if not- 

creates the framework that fosters extroversion and highlights the diversity and uniqueness of 

the group. So, Easter, Christmas, the November 17th, the October 28th are important 

celebrations for Greece. Similarly almost all states have their reference points: the July 4th is 

celebrated the Independence Day and on November 17th the day of Thanksgiving in the US, 

the July 14th is the day of the Independence in France, the November 28th and 29th are days 

of independence for Albania, and the Passover is an important celebration for Jews. In these 

celebrations can be added and discussed with particular interest some others related to the 

modern culture, the consumerism or the attitude towards the environment namely the 
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commercial festivals and the awareness celebrations such as the day of Saint Valentine, the 

Father's Day, the energy world day etc. 

3.1.5 The journey of words (Loan-words and anti-loans) 

The language of each group as a carrier of culture, different languages, the local dialect, loans 

and anti-loans in other words “the journey of words” is another theme of geo-literacy. The 

languages of peoples are changing, evolving, updated. There exist words in each language 

that are common or have common roots with words of other languages. Unaltered words, 

transported and fit in the vernacular. People who "carry" with them words from their country 

or words from their travels. The wanderings of words are charming through time, from 

language to language. The phenomenon of linguistic loans is probably common to all 

languages consisting their renewal and enrichment factor. The careful study of such words 

constitutes an interesting commentary on the history of culture and identity. Students can 

almost estimate the role which various peoples have played in the development and spread of 

cultural ideas by taking note of the extent to which their vocabularies have filtered into those 

of other peoples as well as the common linguistic past and the osmosis of languages over 

time. 

3.1.6 The management of diversity  

The term diversity is widely known in the natural sciences. In human geography diversity 

marks the coexistence of specific social groups in an area. The area may be a city, a 

neighbourhood, etc. In the last decades, cities have become more diverse than ever before. 

The existence of the diversity or not, affects the actual development of the group. Lately, a 

multitude of terms comes to specify diversity. So we find terms like super diversity which 

“intended to underline a level and kind of complexity surpassing anything previously 

experienced in a particular society” (Vertovec, St. 2006) or hyper-diversity a term which 

makes clear that we should look at urban diversity in a very open way and refers to “an 

intense diversification of the population in socio-economic, social and ethnic terms, but also 

with respect to lifestyles, attitudes, and activities.” (European Policy brief, 2013). The 

diversity as a theme of geo-literacy can further be approached through characteristic 

descriptions and images of our time. Some of the examples may be indicative of problems 

created by the lack of diversity: An unemployed person living in a jobless region and trying 

to find work in the place where he lives is rather difficult to accomplish since there is no 

diversity on the labor supply. The positive side of diversity is identified of the opportunities 

and the acceptance of Culture. Its management helps to avoid quickly and casually 

categorizations of people. For example, some people may live at some place in a city, but 

their actual activities are located in another place. Therefore, anyone depicted in an 

environment does not mean that belonging to or living in it. 

4. CONSIDERATION - DISCUSSION 

In a multicultural society, where the coexistence of people with different origins, different 

cultures and different identities evolve dynamically, is highlighted the importance of 

geographic literacy in everyday life. 

To characterize someone as a literate in the 21st century is more than to know to write or 

to read. There is a need to think critically, to distinguish the links and interdependencies, to 
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process information and reach conclusions according to specific criteria that will be able to 

host them. (Hatzisavidis, 2007). 

The studies in the field of literacy often differ on the basis of the various directions in 

which the term is approximated. The functional literacy refers to the skills that one needs to 

succeed and meet the needs of the modern market while the critical literacy aims to raise 

public awareness, in the functions of different forms of literacy and the development of 

critical thinking. In any case, literacy as a framework has its ideological aspect that indicates 

that shaped forms through ideological positions associated with forms of social power. 

Literacy skills also “affect social status, the level of political participation, opportunities for 

cultural expression, health, the survival of languages, access to social services and 

opportunities to learn” (OECD, 1997). 

The role of education and in particular of the geographical education is catalytic since it 

enables through the themes selected to reach an understanding of our own identity and the 

identity of others as a structural element of the harmonious coexistence of humans. The 

methodology proposed by the geography can be described as evolutionary with a strong 

element of transformation of the original knowledge or information: From the designed, i.e. 

the initial resources that has at his disposal the student, in design that relates to the new 

meaning forming process and from there to the redesign which constitutes something 

completely new, a new resource at the level we are examining. 

Clearly, the identification of thematic units is an extremely difficult task because the 

boundaries of each theme vary in content, but also because they are part of a culture or 

individual ideology. So, the approaches of topics vary depending on the type of filter that we 

analyze (ideological, cultural, scientific, economic, etc.) nevertheless, there can be no 

European identity, to take ownership of the future generations besides their national, if deeply 

conservative stereotypes of the past are not combated and if they are not replaced by a new 

mixture of culture and values. Since every training program is a slow stiff process from both 

teachers and by society itself to accept and digest any dynamic change, actions in the field of 

non-formal education could lead to a substantial geo-literacy of citizens. Multimedia 

applications, enriched with photos, travels, videos, descriptions, cultural sources and 

observations of the world would be a good starting point to adopt good social practices which 

will contribute to the development of critical thinking, in the growing of acceptance of the 

different and on understanding of the cultural identity through the geographic literacy. 
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Abstract 

Strategic thinking is useful for drawing up plans or programs designed for achieving 

future goals and using available resources. Developing a strategy enables the design of 

approaches that will help meet future challenges. The mission and objectives must be 

defined, the advantages and drawbacks of each line of action analysed, and each option 

assessed in terms of strategy. 

In order to follow a single guiding principle, it is important to stop and think that 

strategic management is ultimately a model of change. It is not simply a question of 

moving, but where we are moving. Here, strategic thinking plays a vital role. We must 

move rapidly and foresee the future in order to conquer it. Strategic planning is a set of 

steps and stages that we accomplish, using instruments and models to bring about, 

consolidate and standardize strategic thinking.  

 
Keywords: strategic thinking, spatial, change  

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Many elements and circumstances changed rapidly at the beginning of the XXIst 

century. Changes occurred in all walks of economic, political and social life that could 

not go unnoticed (Cunningham, 2011). 

Strategic thinking is useful for drawing up plans or programs designed for achieving 

future goals and using available resources. Developing a strategy enables the design of 

approaches that will help meet future challenges. 

The mission and objectives must be defined, the advantages and drawbacks of each 

line of action analysed, and each option assessed in terms of strategy (Prahalad and 

Hammel, 2000). 

For these reasons, it is essential to change when we are ahead, not when we are 

plunged into a deep insurmountable crisis which has no magic solution.  

The perception of change and its skilful guidance is an absolute imperative of 

management, and introducing it successfully is one of the greatest challenges.  

Change is the relationship between past and future and is completely normal.  However, 

it is something we are unable to assimilate and often openly reject.  

It follows that change requires a period of transition that must not be eluded, depending 
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ultimately on how well people are prepared, to what extent they can adapt to change 

(Hulme, 2009). 

Change is not the same as a transition. Change is situational: the new post, the new 

system, the new policy. The transition is the psychological process that people undergo 

to adapt to a new situation (González Úbeda, 2004). Change is external, whereas 

transition is internal.  Unless there is a transition, change will not be successful.  

This way of thinking about strategic plan-making, as a social process rather than a 

technical exercise, seeks to interrelate the active work of individuals within social 

processes (the level of agency) with the power of systemic forces, economic 

organization, political organization, social dynamics and natural forces (the level of the 

structuring of social  relations). It recognizes that strategic spatial plan-making, 

although occurring within a context of powerful structuring forces, may be used by 

social groups to create structures and frameworks through which the various actors are 

involved, and on the capacity of the actors, in interaction, to use spatial strategy-making 

to shape the flow of regulation and development investment in their locality (Healey et 

al, 2013).  

 

2. STRATEGIC THINKING AND NEW ANSWERS TO SPATIAL  

 CHALLENGES 

 

Strategic thinking must be based on as clear a diagnosis as possible, taking into account 

the environment and existing barriers to devise a strategy that will envision the desired 

future.  

Therefore, it is essential to achieve a strategic orientation that the city or organization 

as a whole will join voluntarily and enthusiastically and without which, strategic 

planning cannot be put into practice. 

Strategic action is not possible without strategic thinking (Harrison and John, 2002). 

One of the most frequent errors when starting the process of strategic management is 

trying to achieve objectives first and then plan actions that are not based on true 

strategic thinking, thus giving way to formalism and following a “strategic plan” that 

was not the result of strategic thinking. 

The process of strategic planning stipulates preparation and anticipation to reach an 

ideal but possible state, therefore how the change takes place is decisive for encouraging 

or attenuating the human factor. Some years ago, coercive change strategies were used, 

by which an authority pressurized collective behaviour, ordering it to be changed.  

Nowadays, the concept of participatory change has been introduced, based on new 

knowledge that stimulates and develops the right attitude and shapes the individual’s 

behaviour via participation in setting goals and challenges leading to collective 

commitment (Wannapa and Supol, 2012).  

However, profound long-lasting changes are not possible if paradigms such as the 

standards, mind maps or models with which we perceive the world we live in is not 

transformed. On the one hand, we have the real world and on the other, the world of our 

ideas, a subjective perception of the objective world and very often we do not see it as it 

really is. These interpretations define how we behave. Only when we transform our 

convictions and mind maps can we change systems, as real attitudes and behaviour are a 

true reflection of these paradigms (Jasanoff, 2010). 
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2.1. Strategic thinking and change  

Generally, paradigms have the following characteristics: They are common, they act as 

filters, they are useful for solving problems, within a limit, and they block perception.  

They give meaning and coherence to our experiences.  If we are unable to change 

paradigms, we cannot correct what is not functioning well.   

One of the greatest causes of conflict occurs between old inherited paradigms of 

management based on hierarchical authority and the new highly democratic self-

directed model based on collaborative teamwork, which motivates people to improve 

themselves (Mintzberg and Brian, 1997). Conflicts and polemic situations are 

considerably more frequent when executives give the impression that they are running 

their enterprises in a participatory way without changing their paradigms. The life cycle 

of organizational trends is becoming shorter, and only those who cope with them 

successfully will prosper (Garrido Buj, 2006). 

Other organizational changes that must be addressed are: 

 

- From management based on instructions to management based on objectives and 

even values.   

- From an organization based on authoritarianism to one in which leadership is given 

primacy. 

- From bossy managers to enabling managers. 

- From concentrating decision-making at the top of the organization or city to taking 

the client or citizen into account, on the basis of decentralization. 

- Everyone is included in thinking and planning, not only managers. 

- From secretism to communication and empathy. 

- From strict control to self-control. 

- From assessment of effort and reliability to assessment of results. 

 

Organizations or cities must change from one set of paradigms to another more in 

accordance with the current environment: 

 

THE OLD PARADIGM 

Mid XXth century 

THE NEW PARADIGM 

Beginning of the XXIst century 

Technology first. Sociotechnical systems. 

People as a prolongation of machines. Priority is given to the human factor. 

People as spare parts. People as the main aspect. 

Limited tasks. Wide-ranging tasks. 

Simple tasks. Multiple skills. 

External control. Self-control. 

Many levels. Flat organizations or cities. 

Autocratic style. Participative style. 

Competitive organization. Cooperative organization. 

Proposals made by the organization. Proposals made by both individuals and the 

organization. 

Alignment. Commitment. 

“It’s just a job”. “It’s my job”. 

Assuming few risks. Innovating, assuming risks. 
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The differences between old and new paradigms are perfectly clear. The importance 

of managing human development is underlined in changes that have occurred in all 

aspects of life including the financial, political and social spheres. The result of 

effective management in this sense is that employees are better trained and new social 

values are assumed (Chiavenato, 2003). 

Problems currently facing organizations, cities and businesses in this respect (stress, 

fatigue, monotony, lack of interest, complaints, no enthusiasm and so on) are an 

unfailing consequence of poor quality management and have an adverse effect on 

motivation and commitment. It is clear that the most successful companies take people 

into account, and their management teams relate to their employees, suppliers, clients 

and others (Mintberg, 2007). 

Apart from the mentioned aspects considered to be essential in change processes, 

such as participation, commitment, and communication, great perseverance is also 

required. This means having limitless patience and a great desire to finally achieve what 

is desired. For these reasons it can be said that people are willing to accept change in an 

organization or city if: 

 

•  They are asked to contribute knowledge, attitudes, suggestions, feelings and 

opinions about the change. This stimulates creativity in a free and 

unceremonious atmosphere.   

•  They are informed of the reasons for the change and the benefits it will bring.   

•  They receive systematic specific information on the change.   

•  Their feelings are respected, whether they are for or against the change. 

•  Their help is requested to deal with the effect of change on employment. 

•  Their contribution to making the change happen is properly acknowledged.  

   

These aspects create and foment an atmosphere of trust amongst all members of the 

organization or city. It is essential to understand that all people in organizations or cities 

undergo a number of transformations that can be classified into stages when the change 

process is actually underway (Kotler, 2003), as seen in the following table.   

 

STAGE FEELINGS PERCEPTION EMOTIONS STRUCTURES 

Impact 
Their knowledge 

is being 
threatened 

Dejection 
Panic 

Powerlessness 
Confusion 

Defence 
withdrawn 

Clinging to old 
ways 

Prevention 
Anxiety 

Indifference 
Anger 

Euphoria 
Defence 

Admission 
Abandoning old 

ways 
Facing up to the 

new situation 
Depression 
Bitterness 

Reorganization 

Adjustment 
New self-
evaluation 

Verifying the new 
situation 

Growing 
satisfaction 

Reconstruction 

 

It should be pointed out that each person in the organization or city, in accordance 

with their characteristics, personality, and values, are affected more or less by these 
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stages. One stage can be traumatic for some and go unnoticed for others. It is important 

to try to understand each person or citizen in this complex process of internal transition, 

as they can make a considerable contribution to it. 

   

2.2. Strategic thinking and Statistical Analysis 

As previously stated, strategic thinking must be based on a clear diagnosis of the 

environment, based on its main characteristics. The information available for decision 

making exploited in recent years, and will continue to do so in the future. In the 

“information society”, there are many data available related to all aspects of the 

environment: Economy, Society, Demography, and so. There is no lack of information, 

but there is a dearth of knowledge. According to Dyson (2011), it is well known that 

“Information is cheap, but the meaning is expensive”. 

Because Information is not equivalent to Meaning, a Statistical Analysis of the 

available data must be done in order to create meaningful information (knowledge). 

Figure 1 shows the process: 

 

                                 Figure 1.  Strategic thinking and Statistical Analysis 

Although the objectives of research and emphasis on interpretation may vary, the 

researcher within either area must take all issues, both conceptual and empirical, into 

consideration to select the most accurate statistical methods to be applied (Dyson, 

2012). Some kind of information can be analysed and understood with simple statistics, 

but much of it requires more complex statistical methods: for instance, the multivariate 

analysis techniques. Multivariate analysis refers to all statistical techniques that 

simultaneously analyse multiple measures on individuals or objects under investigation 

and the relationships among them. These methods are becoming popular because they 

enable organizations to create knowledge and thereby improve their decision-making 

(Hair, et al 2014:4). 
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                                      Figure 2.  Multivariate Statistical Methods  

Many multivariate methods are extensions of univariate and bivariate statistical 

analysis: for example, simple regression (with one predictor variable) is extended in the 

multivariate case to include several predictor variables. Likewise, the single depend on 

variable found in the analysis of variance. Some multivariate techniques provide means 

of performing a single analysis what once took multiple univariate analyses to 

accomplish. Other multivariate methods, however, are uniquely designed to deal with 

multivariate issues, such as factor analysis, which identifies the structure underlying a 

set of variables; or discriminant analysis, which differentiates among groups based on a 

set of variables (Hair, et al.  2014:5). 

As figure 2 shows, Multivariate Statistical Methods can link past and future. Firstly, 

a descriptive analysis of the available data is applied in order to know the past. The 

results should be carefully interpreted. Afterward, the management of this knowledge 

allows the future to be predicted.  

The described process can contribute to a better assimilation of change, the transition 

period could be reduced and people can be better prepared to adapt, to change.  So, not 

only can Statistical Analysis provide a better diagnosis of the environment, it is also 

becoming essential for strategic thinking, and therefore, for strategic action (González, 

2011, 2014).  
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3.  THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE 

Different change models, which one way or another have been addressed in these times, 

are used to bring about changes in organizations or cities. They include: 

 

•  Management based on objectives and results. 

•  Organizational development. 

•  Programmes for improving performance. 

•  Total quality. 

•  Re-engineering. 

•  Benchmarking. 

•  7 “S” model. 

 

Due to its validity and usefulness in interpreting very important aspects related to 

change and strategic planning, we will discuss the 7 “S” model. The so-called 7 “S” are 

elements inherent to the work of an organization or city which, when interconnected, 

give a sense of integration to the organization (Ivancevich, Lorenzi, Skinner and 

Crosby, 1997). Each “S” stands for the following:  

 

Structure. This is the design of an organization, which differentiates essential functions 

or processes from business, at the same time integrating and coordinating functions, and 

this enables the entity to work as a whole. The structure of the organization comprises: 

 

- The fundamental grouping together of greater processes associated with functions, 

information, and clients.   

- Operational identification of the coordination of the necessary mechanisms for 

ensuring the effectiveness of strategic objectives. 

 

The structure of an organization is directly proportional to the organizational 

elements of a company or entity. It involves dividing tasks into work activities, 

delegating authority, assigning resources, prioritizing aspects and deciding the quantity 

and quality of posts in each department or area. Designing and implementing a 

functional structure for the future which is committed to quality and overcomes the 

most complex challenges that successful management faces today (Ortiz, 2003). The 

structure of the organization is the network, layout, and location of workplaces and 

guides the conduct of people and groups towards carrying out the aims of the 

organization. 

  

Skills. Critical attributes and distinctive competences. The competences include: 

-  The capacity is given to a company by its competitive strength. 

- The necessary capacities for acting or supporting new forms of behaviour to 

achieve strategic goals.  

- Maintaining the essential capacity that enables an organization to remain in good 

standing whatever the circumstances. 

 

Strategy. The road, the route, the secret to being a successful competitor. The strategy 

defines: 

- The mission of the business or city. 

- The plan for realizing the competitive advantage. 



González M.,Pascual M./ European Journal of Geography 7 1 24–35 (2016) 
 

 

European Journal of Geography-ISSN 1792-1341 © All rights reserved                                                                        31       

- Reinforcing the resources that will increase or maintain the competitive advantage 

and increase the chances of success.   

- Roles, proposals, and actions planned ahead to account for changes in the 

organization’s environment, and its clients and competitors. 

- Identification and profile of the competitors. 

- Identification of the critical functions that must be carried out efficiently to achieve 

goals (Clarke and Fuller, 2011).   

- Identification of the Critical Success Factors (CSF). 

- Measuring the key to determining the success of the strategy. 

 

Shared Values. Profoundly credible guiding values and principles that give the entity a 

unique particular strength of character and identity. They provide: 

- Sense and direction for people. 

- An essential identity that enables the organization to respond to changes in its 

environment.  

- Foundations that act as a guide in decision-making. 

- Criteria for developing the other “S”. 

- Central ideas on which to build the business.  

   

Staff. The design of criteria to maintain the health and vitality of the human factor, and 

the development of the management team. Characteristics of staff in an organization 

include: 

- The capacity of the Management team includes the process of acquiring, socializing 

and developing the desired Management resources. 

- The processes used to perpetuate the identity and strengths of the organization in 

time by carrying out continuous assessment and developing the leadership and 

talent of the management team.   

 

System. Mechanisms that enable all business processes. The systems include: 

- Management processes by which an executive multiplies and extends his intentions 

throughout the organization via others.   

- Linking processes that coordinate functional elements. 

- Processes, policies, procedures, and practices by which work is or is not carried out.   

- Definition of expectations. 

- Measuring performance or progress.   

 

Style. The observable character of the senior management team and its interactions with 

organizations. Style is identified as: 

- The observed model of behaviour. 

- Actions that show a collective commitment to guarantee principles and values. 

 

The conception of the 7 “S” model offers us the following: 

 

•      A useful tool for influencing or changing people’s behaviour. 

•    Direct access to key interdependent variables which, together, characterize the 

organization and how they operate.  

•      An integrated approach for leading and steering the process of change.  

•      A philosophy that will enable the necessary transformations for a better future to 

be foreseen.   
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This model meets two basic objectives. Firstly, it is a mechanism, which, when well-

oiled, helps us to understand how an organization or city works properly (Raupp and 

Hoffjann, 2012). Each “s” can be used as a starting point for evaluating management or 

planning processes, procedures, assumptions and other effects that determine the 

performance of an organization. Secondly, it provides direct access to necessary 

changes in behaviour and the performance of the members of an organization or cities.  

4. PARTICIPATION IN THE STRATEGIC CHANGE PROCESS 

The role of the management team or mayors is crucial in the change model and 

therefore cannot be left in the hands of outsiders. So far, we may seem convinced of the 

unquestionable need for change, as can be seen in our paradigms, management methods 

and styles, by placing human beings at the centre of the company or institution (Pina, 

Torres and Yetano, 2011). However, we should ask ourselves the following questions: 

 

•  When and how do we design these changes? 

•  How do we incite the changes? 

•  How do we bring them about? 

•  How can we implement the changes in a less traumatic way? 

 

Change is more acceptable when: 

 

•  It can be understood. 

•  It is not a threat to safety. 

•  Those involved contribute to carrying it out. 

•  It is the result of impersonal principles. 

•  Previous changes have been successful. 

•  Previous changes have been assimilated. 

•  Training has been carried out in the organization or institution. 

•  The benefits are shared. 

•  It has been planned properly. 

 

We can say that a strategy is required for making effective changes (Leichenko and 

O’Brien 2008). When changes are taking place, people and groups need to develop a 

sense of belonging and ownership, and take an active part in their planning otherwise, 

there will only be a passive agreement. The following is a description of some ways of 

promoting successful changes in organizations or institutions (Perez and Massoni, 

2009), changes that will become a habit: 

 

• Effective communication, that is, communication must exist before, during and 

after the changes by distributing reports or descriptions of the changes, with 

clear guidance and goals to be achieved (Raupp and Hoffjann, 2012). 

• Involving staff and stimulating participation as this will make the changes more 

effective.  

• People need time to adapt to the new way of doing things and to detach 

themselves from the past.  

• Incorporating and explaining new values and behaviour by planning ahead, 

providing information to accompany the change process.   
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• Choosing staff to talk about the changes and helping people to understand that 

they are irreversible. Pinpointing regulations that are no longer valid, and 

suggesting specific alternative behaviour (Lury and Wakeford, 2012). 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

It should be clear by now that geographic knowledge is fragmented and incomplete, and 

that we use spatial thinking and reasoning to help us comprehend and use the different 

environments in which we live in. Equally as obvious is that these processes have been 

with us since the earliest days of humanoids. In fact, they are so much a part of 

everyday life that we take spatial thinking and reasoning for granted. 

Changes sometimes produce incredible and surprising effects. Possible attitudes to 

change and the resulting behaviour may be acceptance, indifference, passive resistance 

and active resistance. If an organization does not tread carefully, these effects can make 

a shambles of its intentions, which is why strategic plans are sometimes not put into 

practice.   

Patience and intelligence are required to avoid or lessen resistance to change.  

Minimum resistance is obtained when change is well managed and the different stages 

are respected. The dissemination of experience enables the change process to be pushed 

forward. This can motivate and encourage people to accept transformations or hinder 

the process and consequently oppose and resist change. The conditions for accepting the 

transformation will be created by consulting and listening to the main actors involved.  

Those who resist generally have a deep sense of belonging to the institution which 

should be recognised and accepted.   

Resistance can be used satisfactorily if, in the first place, we recognise that it actually 

exists, and we use it as something positive. This position is much more recommendable 

than considering resistance as a force to somehow be overcome.    Resistance would not 

occur if we paid more attention to those who “resist” and took their criteria and opinions 

into account, thus creating a favourable position. At this point, people start to feel that 

they are a part of the new project because they have been taken into consideration and 

contribute to the assessments and opinions that initially they were opposed to.   

For a deeper understanding of the positive approach, the two basic premises 

constituting the core of managing resistance in a creative way must be emphasized: 

  

•  People are always going to consciously or unconsciously resist what is not in 

their interest.   

•  Resistance must be recognized and treated with respect. 

 

Seen from this perspective, resistance becomes an opportunity, a growing asset of the 

organization or city and contributes to its development. It does not limit or damage 

relationships between the person giving the orders and those resisting but fosters a 

suitable climate for approaching strategic planning.   

Statistical Analysis can not only provide a better diagnosis of the environment, it is 

also essential for strategic spatial thinking and strategic action, and therefore for the 

participative style of the new paradigm. 

Out of Statistical methods available, Multivariate Statistical techniques can link past 

and future and they can contribute to a better assimilation of change. Participatory 

change is based on new knowledge, based as well on meaningful information and the 

accurate interpretation of the results of the statistical techniques. 
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Abstract 

Recent years have brought many scientific studies, which include an analysis of the urban 

agglomerations. These urban units are often used in international comparisons and 

classifications of cities. Particularly intensive research is carried out in the field of social and 

cultural impacts of globalization. The fascination of the cultural changes is that it gives you 

keys which can help you to understand and explore the contemporary organization of the 

urban areas. Human activities are transforming the urban environment, and recent city 

building and rebuilding are influenced by the rediscovered historical styles and new design 

trends. The design of the built environment is what gives expression to the cultural forces in 

urbanization. The scope of study includes the analysis of the European territory with rich 

urban history. The author of this article decided to contribute to this stream of research and 

analyze the perception of the culture and arts in the European urban agglomerations. 

 
Keywords: culture, arts, globalization, urban agglomerations  

1. INTRODUCTION 

Cities are like a living organism. They are changing their urban design through time and 

space. The design of the built environment is what gives expression, meaning, and identity to 

the broad sweep of forces involved in urbanization. It is symbolic of all sorts of political, 

social, and cultural forces. As a result, each group of structures of a given period and type 

tends to be a carrier of the zeitgeist, or “spirit of its time“. Any city, therefore, can be read as 

a multilayered text, a narrative of signs and symbols. If we think in this way of the city as 

a text, the built environment becomes a biography of urbanization. The text metaphor can be 

developed in a several ways. It is possible, for example, to analyze particular settings in the 

terms of their grammar, the way that buildings and spaces take on meaning in relation to one 

another. Similarly, it is possible to search for meanings that are conveyed by means of the 

graphic equivalent of allegory. Perhaps the most illuminating way to develop the metaphor, 

however, is to look for the equivalent of key pages or passages in the narrative: settings that 

are emblematic of the overall political economy, or fragments of the built environment that 

mark turning points in the story, or significant events or relationships. Yet in reading any text 

carefully we must also take note of the subtext, “reading between the lines“ in order to 

understand the full story. Architectural styles are not simply imposed, layer on layer, onto 

metropolitan form but they are diffused differentially through time and space, creating 

distinctive morphological subareas (Knox, Paul L. – McCarthy, L. 2005). 

 

2. DIVERSITY OF ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM IN EUROPE 

 

In the analysis of the European territory with the rich urban history we can see many 

differential influences. For example in the biggest urban agglomeration of Austria in Vienna 

we can see that many famous architects have found their inspiration in nature (see Figure 1).      
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Figure 1. Detail of the facade of the Viennese Secession Building (Ch. Vandermotten, 1999) 

Also in other European cities we can see multiple examples of inspiration in nature. We 

can mention for example Barcelona where the most famous Catalan architect Antonio Gaudí 

has found perfection in details. In his building Casa Milà better known as La Pedrera (see 

Figure 2) he tried to imitate waves. In his works he was inspired also by gothic, Islamic and 

romanesque art. From Art nouveau he took curves and polished picturesqueness. He has the 

desire to break all bonds with tradition, remind forms of the past and at the same time to deny 

them with his unexpected variations of proportion, rhythms or decor (Châtelet, A. – Groslier, 

B.P., 1990). 

The majority of epochs in every country has their own architectural style of building, but 

in some socio-politico-cultural contexts, creative imagination might have missed and it was 

known as copying or imitating earlier styles. The architecture is often full of reminiscences.  

 

 

Figure 2. Detail of the facade of La Pedrera Building. Vyslúžilová 

City centers in Europe are usually full of palaces that reflect on ancient history. Like Petit 

Palais (see Figure 3) with his ionic columns and peristyle. This palace was built for the 

Universal Exhibition in 1900.  
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Some styles have transgressed the borders and have become universal references, for 

example colonnades and Greek pediments, baroque facades of Central Europe in the 18th 

century, Haussmann buildings in the 19th century, international skyscraper towers of various 

generations in the 20th century. However, certain details, the nature of the material or some 

colors may indicate more precisely the geographic area or country, i.e. the cultural domain. 

The ornamentation has been since ancient times a great importance in the urban space. It is a 

particular usage of an architectural element, in a purely aesthetical target. 

The urban scope has an object both functional and aesthetic: it must be at the same time 

tool and artwork. Architect is an inventor of forms and can at some point give the state of 

technology, funding opportunities, the pressure of ways of living, jobs, and inheritance 

patterns, and the dominant ideologies that he can achieve. These forms and ornamentation are 

corresponding to the task of his epoch (Bastié, J – Dézert, B. 1991). 

 

 

Figure 3. Detail of the colonnade in Petit Palais. Vyslúžilová 

The urban planning of the last decades has been characterized by the role assigned to art 

and culture. The economic interest of culture as a source of life in the city is becoming more 

and more important. Cultural strategies are often used to improve the image of the city. A 

living and cosmopolitan cultural climate is considered as a key factor in city marketing and 

internationalization strategies. This climate can attract capital and people who have received 

higher education. Participation in cultural activities is seen as a means of integrating young 

unemployed people, new residents and disadvantaged groups in the local community 

(Vandermotten, Ch. et al., 1999). 

3. GLOBALIZATION IN SOCIAL SPACE OF URBAN AGGLOMERATIONS 

Globalization applies strongly to social relations, in political life, and ethical debate. 

Globalization is changing the time of the world. Migration and tourist flows, the projection of 

models of society, traditional vectors of diffusion of social and political innovation and 

cultural products in the cities, are supported and accelerated by the instantaneous circulation 

of information. The link with globalization is established by the rapid movement of models, 

modes and cultural products.  

The market economy of cultural goods also expresses a different facet of the urban 

hierarchy, not necessarily based on the command and the economic and financiers flows. 
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Cities such as Paris or Milan build part of their rayons on the culinary art, haute couture, 

museums, design and furnishings, or cultural property of mass (film, video, publishing) 

(Bretagnolle, A. et al. 2011). 

The area of the organizational culture has seen profound cultural effects of 

decentralization in France. One example may be the Gironde with its analysis of the 

development of cultural policy. The department in its social geography, organization of urban 

and rural areas, cultural and political areas builds cultural facilities in all their diversity, 

technicality, functionality and symbolism in the center of territorial strategies in cultural 

activities. 

The hypothesis of cultural facilities such media spaces (under which are at the center of 

interactions) between public contexts of development and cultural practices that bring 

together stakeholders in a remarkable public visiting these remarkable events, here forms the 

central focus. It is creating a link here that leads to an attempt to discover some spatial logic 

in the deployment of cultural facilities in the department. 

The dynamics of decentralization in the forefront of social and spatial fragmentation of 

current research on best social cohesion forms of cultural activity factor of integration and 

reactivation of public space policy, in particular through the city. 

In the cultural development of area Gironde there is participation also from Aquitaine 

region. The lifestyle of the local community is differentiated by their relationship to culture 

and cultural space, depending on the specific socio-geographic organization of departmental 

space. The area covering Gironde department in this regard is strongly metropolized. 

In the center of the department is situated urban agglomeration Bordeaux built around with 

an attractive metropolitan region. Metropolitan unit groups Bordeaux and its peri-urban 

circuits that correspond to the agglomerated and peri-urban municipalities. 

Most general relationship of metropolization brings two groups of society. On one side 

weight materialized spatial functionality of the city and its agglomeration. On the other hand 

urban creation of lifestyle of communities in relation to the main dynamics of industrialized 

societies whose have continued their process of modernization and individualization. 

Indicators are mobility, the speed of movement of information, the creation of activities in 

networks, the most general logic of notable productions of social and collective activities. 

Along with metropolization there is implemented a demonstration of postmodernity through 

the most diversified communities in their territories. Social space of metropolization seen in 

recent decades, profound changes in cultural practices. These changes are accompanied by 

new social geography (Favory, M., 1998). 

Metropolization currently produces inevitable phenomenon through cities in France more 

than elsewhere. The same term is subject to general use in geography, and thus always has a 

tendency to be excessively or improperly used. It should be noted that metropolization is a 

process that affects a particular type of places i.e. metropolis, but that is indirectly related to 

the whole urban system of France. 

Metropolization closely involves two major types of approaches urban phenomena. The 

first horizontal approach from the start examining cities as individual units in the basic 

statistics of the population, and is interested in the relationships between them 

(complementarity, addiction), hierarchy and urban systems through these relationships 

acquire a certain historical permanence. The second vertical approach from the start 

examining each location as an area characterized by socio-spatial organization, morphology, 

country, economic activities or symbolic attributes. These two approaches have undergone a 

geographic history and explain the great diversity of work on the French cities between 

measures of spatial analysis and social micro geography. 

In fact, metropolitan dynamics simultaneously abide range interurban relations between 

cities (high-speed trains development of connections between the city of Lille and major 
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cities of Benelux) and an interurban range of socio-spatial changes of urban spaces 

(transformation of area Euralille around the railway station TGV Lille-Europe). The process 

of globalization is very significant in the territory of the French Republic and especially in its 

major cities (Delpirou, A. et al. 2010). Manifestations of globalization are rapidly expanding 

also into smaller towns. 

The Slovak Republic, according to A. Bitušíková and D. Luther (2010) is also marked by 

processes of globalization, reflected the social, economic and cultural level. Slovak cities 

experienced in the last decades, a number of changes allowed and accelerated the political, 

economic, social and cultural transformation of society after 1989. An important consequence 

of this transformation was the opening to the outside world, which resulted in changes not 

only in their options for efficient use of economic market but also the openness of the socio-

cultural field and freer expression of artistic values. 

 

4. HISTORY AND GROWTH OF THE CITY 

To become a large urban agglomeration the city needs to take the time to grow. On a series of 

maps (see Figure 4) we can see city Lyon with his growth from his first establishment 

become now large urban agglomeration. Nowadays Lyon also deserves the second place in 

the chart of the largest urban agglomerations in France (Chalard, L., 2006). 

There is quite a different, but an equally useful way of looking at urban changes in terms 

of movements in the hierarchy of sizes. Geographers have devoted many studies to the size 

distribution of cities in different countries and at different times. They have concluded, for 

instance, that countries in an early stage of development are characterized by a primate 

distribution, in which one (or less often two) major cities contrast sharply with a large 

number of small cities. But as economic and social development takes place, so the hierarchy 

evolves into a rank-size distribution, in which city sizes can be plotted (in long form) against 

their ranking in the hierarchy to give a straight line (long-normal) distribution. For such 

analysis to be meaningful, a prerequisite is to define urban areas in a rigorous, fully 

comparable way – which is what the European Urban Systems study has aimed to do (Hall, P. 

– Hay, D., 1980). In this article the scope of study includes the analysis of the European 

territory with rich urban history. Europe gives a wide spectrum of inspiration for many 

researchers and shows many possible directions in research of this unique territory. 
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Figure 4. City growth of Lyon from roman times to nowdays (G. Gardes In Ch. Vandermotten, 1999).  

Many authors have analyzed the European territory in a historical way e.g. Peter Le Galès 

(2003), Paul M. Hohenberg – Lynn Hollen Less (1985), Michel Foucher (1993), etc. 

The first mentioned author Peter Le Galès (2003) in his work “Le retour des villes 

européennes“ shows in the detail the urban growth of European cities and regions. The 

second authors Paul M. Hohenberg and Lynn Hollen Less (1985) in their work “The Making 

of Urban Europe 1000-1950” presents the nearly thousand-year history of Europe. The last 

mentioned author Michel Foucher (1993) in his work “Fragments d´Europe” also deals with 

European history and is focusing on urban agglomerations. Some authors tried to show a 

possible visualization of urban growth. 

On Figure 5 we can see a model of the possible spatial agglomeration growth using a 

fractal method which was proposed by M. Batty et al. (1991). This model reminds growth of 

coral but we have to be careful and take it just like a model because sometimes the reality is 

different. Model "DLA" (Diffusion-Limited Aggregation) was developed in physics to 

explain for example diffusion in the liquid gel, or oxidation of elements. The results of 

simulations carried out by these authors on other side are much closer to the observed fact 

that the traditional models that use for example gradients of land value, parcel size or density 

of the transport network (Moriconi-Ebrard, F., 1993). 
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Figure 5. Model of the possible spatial agglomeration growth using fractal method (Batty, M. et al. In 

Moriconi-Ebrard, F., 1993) 

 

5. MODERN ARCHITECTURE AND GLOBALIZATION IN THE CITY 

In this place we can pose an important question: “Is it an impact of modern architecture in 

cultural space which is creating an aesthetical problem?” More or less we can confirm this 

growing problem. In most European big cities there is a problem with the aesthetic look of 

the city. Especially in core cities where can be found also an impact of modern architecture in 

mostly cultural space. 

For this is important care of historical buildings and their legal protection like is doing 

organization UNESCO which created Cultural Heritage Laws Database (Loi du 7 août 1931 

sur la conservation des monuments et des sites, modifiée par le décret du 14 Juillet 1993) to 

not loose cultural heritage which can be replaced with buildings without any artistic value. 

A significant example of aesthetical dissimilarity can be found at historical monument 

Porte de Flamands situated in the 19th district of Paris (see Figure 6). European cities with 

their urban beauties should not be pushed out with something with short duration only 

because of the economic benefits for some individual groups. The real values that should be 

protected are hidden inside historical buildings with the messages of our ancestors. 
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Figure 6. Paris : Porte de Flamands - XIXᵉ arr. (Duby G., 1985) 

 

We can say that sometimes is better to place modern architecture outside of core city 

where is more space for new creations and where can be art in harmony (see Figure 7). Like 

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe said the famous dictum “Less is more”. The urban growth outside 

of central cities and economical, social and cultural development in other zones in urban 

agglomerations with protection of their historical cores gives more opportunities how to 

support this hypothesis.    

 

 

 
Figure 7. Paris: panorama in La Défense.  

 

6. CONCLUSIONS 

 

This article was created to appeal to the people from different branches that can endeavor to 

the protection of cultural heritage. At the end of this article, we would like to emphasize few 

points important for culture. There is a big importance of knowledge about other cultures. It 

can show the multiculturality of the world and cultural changes through time and space. If we 

know deeply about the consequences in the history we can clearly promoting cultural 

diversity without any mistakes. To keep the cultural diversity and their historical messages of 
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cities we have to care of historical buildings for future cultural uses. On the administrative 

level, there should be involvement of cultural institutions on local development. We should 

not forget to propagate our cultural values during our lives that after can be left for the next 

generations. 
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Abstract 

Since the end of the Cold War, Europe has never been so peacefully consolidated. However, 

its vulnerability still exists in a context of increasing globalization, where societies are facing 

security threats and challenges that are growing in size and sophistication, as Ukraine 

highlights. To protect freedom, security, human rights, political stability, democracy and 

cultural identity, the EU developed effective tools within which research and innovation can 

play a fundamental role of support to understand, identify, prevent and discourage security 

threats. Horizon 2020 programme section “Secure societies: Protecting freedom and security 

of Europe and Its Citizens” designed to improve border security through conflict prevention 

and peace-building, will contribute to the implementation of Europe 2020 strategy. The aim 

of this paper is to define the advancement degree of the functional change on EU Eastern 

borders and to understand the value and the future geopolitical implications of the relations 

between Ukraine, Russia, EU, and USA. 

Keywords: Ukrainian crisis, Horizon 2020, Eastern borders, Russia, Western Bloc 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall and the dissolution of the USSR, the European continent has 

never enjoyed such a strengthened state of peace, in which the level of security is very high 

compared to other parts of the world.  

On the other hand, one of the fundamental objectives of the European Union is to create an 

area without internal frontiers in which the citizens can move, live and work freely knowing 

that their rights are fully respected and their security is totally assured. However, the 

vulnerability of Europe continues to exist in a context of increasing globalization, where 

societies are facing security threats and challenges that are growing in scale and 

sophistication.  

What has happened and continues to happen in Ukraine, sets a perfect example of it. A 

real revolution with unmistakable events and traces and a progressive escalation, which 

curiously the media has not given a name yet. Ten years after the Orange Revolution, 

Ukraine has returned to the centre of the interest of the whole world. 
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2. HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON THE 

UKRAINIAN SITUATION 

 

The last 20 years were a succession of political changes in Ukraine between pro-Russians and 

pro-Europeans. In 2010, Yanukovych, who defeated Tymoshenko by a narrow margin, was 

elected President of the Republic. In 2011, Tymoshenko was investigated in a prosecution for 

embezzlement of public funds, with the accusation that she had signed a contract with the 

Russian company Gazprom for the supply of natural gas which was judged uselessly 

burdensome for the country, in 2012 the Supreme Court of Ukraine, in the last degree of 

judgment, upheld the sentence to seven years in prison for misfeasance. 

In the course of 2013 protests against the pro-Russian president were initiated but 

culminated in December when the government suspended an association agreement between 

Ukraine and the EU, which degenerated during January and February 2014 in fierce and 

violent clashes provoking injuries and deaths, which led to the deposition of President 

Yanukovych and Tymoshenko's release on February 22.  

But the real causes of the current crisis and rebellions can be referred primarily to the 

existence of one State divided into two parts: 

- A pro-Western North-West, where the majority of the population is Ukrainian, Roman 

Catholic or Orthodox faithful to the Patriarchate of Kiev and economically tied to Poland and 

Europe.  

- A pro-Russian South-East, where the majority of the population is Russian or Russian-

speaking, Orthodox faithful to the Patriarchate of Moscow and economically tied to Russia. 

                       
Figure 1. "Results/General results of the census/ National composition of population" 2001 Ukrainian Census.                                  

Retrieved May 20, 2007, elaborated by Kuban Kazak 

  

Therefore, the tense situation started with the change in the leadership of the Government 

of Kiev and arrived even to the plebiscite of the referendum in Crimea in March when the 

final figures demonstrate that 96.6% are in favour of the secession from Kiev and the 

annexation to the Russian Federation, an expected result which assumes further significance 

for the remarkable turnout at the polls (3 out of 4 voted, of a total of over a million and a half 

of those entitled). Besides the exultation of Crimea, Russia seems ready to certify the 

outcome of the vote with the definitive military occupation while all the Western diplomats, 

primarily the EU and the U.S.A., declared the consultations "illegal" because they took place, 

according to the U.S.A., under the threat of violence and intimidation of an intervention by 

http://it.dicios.com/enit/misfeasance
http://www.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/results/general/nationality/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukrainian_Census_(2001)
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Kuban_kazak
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Russian soldiers, and therefore in violation of international law. On one hand, Moscow is 

increasingly isolated as the UN Security Council voted on a resolution for the non-validity of 

the referendum and Russia remained the only one to vote no, since China also refrained. 

However, even Putin seems to be concerned about the tension in the south-eastern regions of 

Ukraine due to the permissiveness of the authorities in Kiev. On the other hand, there is the 

desire of European countries to use diplomatic confrontation and dialogue.  

However, the outcome of the referendum has increased the risk that the gradual, violent 

disintegration of Ukraine would lead to a hard confrontation between Russia and the West, in 

a scenario that brings to mind the Cold War. In fact, it’s true that geopolitical tensions, such 

as the Ukrainian one, threaten international stability for they are not confined locally but 

extended to a geographically, geopolitically and geo-economically global confrontation/clash 

involving Russia, U.S.A. and Europe. Given the domino effect that is occurring, a regional 

crisis at Europe's borders threatens to turn into a further blow to the fragile global economic 

recovery. 

Certainly, there is no danger of a new world war, but one should not underestimate the 

unexpected dynamics triggered by a series of moves and countermoves made by all the 

involved parties. Moreover, the name Ukraine means "border region": a border that today 

separates the spheres of influence of Moscow and Brussels (The toponym Ukraine comes 

from the ancient Eastern Slavic u okraina formed of u ("near, at") and "ocraina" (periphery), 

the Slavic root kraj ("limit", "edge"). Accordingly, ukraina means "at the margin", or "on the 

border"). 

                          
Source: Elizon Map  

Figure 2. Ukraine‘s Political Map. 

 

It is undeniable that the reclamation of Crimea, given by Khrushchev in 1954, was 

definitely desired by Moscow, but it certainly was not in the plans. The Revolution of 

Independence Square in Kiev, where the nationalist anti-Russian right-wing has had a 

significant part, had the effect of awakening the separatism of most Crimeans, of Russian 

language and feelings; it also offered the unexpected opportunity to the Kremlin to transform 

the "desire" into reality. Before the crisis the dismemberment of Ukraine was not in the plans 

of Moscow, but the refusal of Kiev to compromise over-federalization, relations with the EU 

and Eurasian Union, along with the Western hostility led Putin to change objective, using a 

variety of advantageous circumstances: the intolerance of large parts of the Russian-speaking 
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population of eastern and southern Ukraine, the support of the Russian public opinion and the 

Western impotence to oppose an effective deterrent. 

Undoubtedly, the present condition of the country can be fully understood only by 

considering the history and geography of its territory. Important is the recent fact that in order 

to preserve ties with Moscow despite the nationalists’ russophobia, the former Prime Minister 

Yanukovych adopted an ambiguously opportunist attitude: negotiating alternatively with 

Russia and the EU. His fatal mistake, which led to the current crisis, was the use of force 

against peaceful pro-European protesters of the early days which caused the passing of the 

baton to the radical nationalists (Banderovci). The eastern cities that came down to the streets 

against the "fascists of Kiev" demonstrate how the "community" built by the USSR still 

enjoys strong support. The appeal to Russia can be interpreted as a cry for help on behalf of 

the "Slavic brotherhood", a feeling inseparable from pride because of the common passed 

membership in the USSR. In front of the threat of separation from the centre of the East 

Slavic world represented by Moscow, even the Russian Orthodox Church which is active and 

influential in both countries plays an important role. Among other things, pro-European 

regions are in greater economic difficulties compared to those of pro-Russians.  

From a geographical point of view, the preservation of Ukraine in its current borders is not 

doubted in the country, as shown by the fact that Moscow has so far intervened only in 

Crimea, an easily controllable peninsula, unlike other eastern regions. Given the spatial 

concentration of the nationalists and russophiles, Ukraine can be presumably split into two 

more homogeneous states. However, in this perspective, as many have pointed out, the EU 

will find itself having to support a poor region and devoid of industries, furthermore, none of 

the two entities would be actually willing to give up on Kiev. For these reasons, this road 

appears to be accessible only with traumatic and uncontrollable effects. The only option that 

can guarantee long-term stability seems to be a neutral foreign policy; otherwise, new 

revolutions and crises might emerge in the future. To better understand the direction that the 

story of Ukraine will take, it is necessary to wait for the moves of the Kremlin after the 

capture of Crimea and the reaction of the Western-backed provisional government. Surely, 

the responsibility of the current situation can be attributed to all the parts involved. 

3. POSITIONS, RELATIONS AND LIABILITY OF THE GEOPOLITICAL BLOCS 

INVOLVED 

3.1 Western responsibility and effects of the current situation   

The responsibilities of the European Union and the West in general are primarily explicable 

by the vagueness of the eastern border of Europe that should have determined a more careful 

and more detailed policy towards Russia. Given the entry of the Baltic States to NATO 

without any concrete Russian resistance, there was an illusion that the same could happen 

when absorbing a country like Ukraine into the sphere of European influence, moreover, with 

the possibility of becoming a part of the European Union in the future. A Western ingenuity 

in pursuing these objectives, the scope of which has not been compensated by a prearranged 

and serious dialogue aimed to involve Moscow in more intense economic and political 

relations with Europe and, more importantly, highlighting the lack of will to isolate it.  

On the contrary, under the influence of the new EU member States the susceptibility as 

well as the fear of Moscow were ignored, using a critical and sometimes even opinionated 

approach towards Russia. It was predictable and inevitable eventually to be on a collision 

course with the current Putin, who, mindful of the humiliations suffered in the past, seems 

even more determined not only to gain respect, but also to rebuild his control over the "near 
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abroad". In addition, the EU should have been more cautious in pushing Ukraine towards an 

Association Agreement, without being completely sure if the necessary prerequisites existed. 

The fall of Yanucovich proved how unprepared Ukraine was and how unreliable the regime 

was to ensure the necessary respect of the important commitments deriving from the 

agreement. It is, therefore, legitimate for Moscow to suspect that the push towards its 

conclusion was primarily a function of the containment of Russia, which is so prevalent in the 

strategies of the new member states of Central, and Eastern Europe. On top of that, the 

agreement not only opposed Putin’s project of a customs union and the even more ambitious 

one of the Eurasian Union, which Ukraine was part of, but it was configured as an additional 

challenge to Putin's ambitions of revenge. Of course, this does not imply that one party is 

right while the other is wrong, but it means that in foreign policy diplomacy, as well as the 

ability to understand the reasons of the opponent, are useful not only to resolve conflicts but 

also to prevent them.  

The position of the U.S.A. has also aggravated the situation; it is undeniable that Europe 

has greater need to maintain economic relations with Moscow, even if it’s only for energy 

needs. This led, as in the days of the USSR, to a more pragmatic and more cautious approach, 

especially by the countries of old Europe, compared to the one of the United States. However, 

in regards to the fundamental political choices, the line is still drawn by the United States: on 

one hand, the persistent distrust towards the former Russian opponent, on the other the 

tendency to underestimate its role in the international arena, to the point of neglecting its 

interests even on the regional level, such as in Ukraine. 

However, there is a differentiation within the EU. It is known that Germany, along with 

Italy, is one of the main economic partners of Moscow, and in particular for the gas purchase. 

A different situation is the United Kingdom and France, which are less dependent on Russia 

both in terms of energy supplies and trade in general; in fact, they are more aligned with the 

U.S. position, as had happened in regards to Syria. It is an attitude shared by Poland and 

Sweden, traditionally interested in Ukrainian business and very critical towards the Russian 

expansionism. It is not a coincidence that the EU Foreign ministers have not found a common 

line of conduct, in the extraordinary summit of March 3, and so they decided to pass the ball 

to Heads of State. A strong common position of the European Union is not to be expected not 

even from them: in this crisis, as in earlier times (the former Yugoslavia) the United States 

will be the one to decide the policy, while the individual capitals will choose to position 

themselves in relation to Washington, and Brussels will possibly deal with future economic 

negotiations. Moreover, after Lisbon, the EU does not have any foreign policy, and the 

Ukrainian crisis highlighted it transforming itself into an existential crisis for the EU. 

As The Economist points out, effects of the crisis in Ukraine were to reinvigorate 

transatlantic ties, rekindle the love lost between the transatlantic allies, intensify political 

contacts, forcing President Obama to return to the old continent. In fact, the US-EU Summit 

became less frequent under his presidency. Putin has not only rekindled the relationship 

between America and Europe, but also accelerated the divorce of Russia from many former 

Soviet partners. 

3.2. The position of Russia and the liability of Putin’s policy 

Many think that Putin’s threats to the territorial integrity of Ukraine must be absolutely 

rejected. There is no doubt that the intervention of Moscow was not necessary to protect the 

Russian population of Crimea, as there was no threat coming from either Kiev or the western 

regions. In fact, it was not a predetermined operation but well prepared and masterfully 

orchestrated by a Premier with undoubted excellent strategic skills. After studying the moves 
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of the "opponent" all he did was reproduce them (and perhaps induce them) in Crimea: the 

popular protest, taking possession of the power of the institutions, the appointment of a new 

president of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and a new mayor of Sevastopol with a 

controversial procedure. 

Most shocking is the arrogance and impudence with which the Russian propaganda and 

Putin himself, tries to sell his version of the events, denying even the intervention of its 

military, and thus justifying the legitimacy of what is happening. In fact, its illegality is 

evident. According to the Ukrainian constitutional law, the appointment of Aksionov, which 

took place without the agreement of Kiev, in a parliament occupied by armed men, was 

illegal; and so was the referendum, as already mentioned. Even in terms of international law, 

in case Crimea should be separated from Ukraine, there would be a violation of the territorial 

integrity of Ukraine, in defiance of international norms and treaties. At this point, the 

Budapest Memorandum of 1994 should be mentioned in particular, in which in exchange for 

the waiver of Ukraine to the possession of nuclear weapons on its territory, the United States, 

the United Kingdom and the Russian Federal Republic undertook to respect and ensure the 

territorial integrity. 

Politically, Putin justifies his actions by appealing to the way in which the change of 

government happened in Kiev and to the presence of nationalist elements of the extreme right 

in the new government (as if the positions of Moscow were not also inspired by the most 

fervent nationalism). In fact, Putin’s hard-line strengthened even more the intransigent 

nationalist component in Kiev. Another unintended effect, for the Russian leader who aspired 

to the entry of Ukraine into the Eurasian Union, could be pushing it definitely into the arms 

of the West. If there was a minimum of rationality in what is going on, the goal that the 

Russian President should try to achieve is to prevent the relation between Ukraine and 

Europe, from coming about at the expense of the existing ones with Russia: Ukraine should 

become a factor of approach instead of confrontation between East and West. But this would 

imply that also Europe and the United States should aim for the same goal, which would 

require correction of the policies followed hitherto. 

3.3. Responsability of all parts involved 

Granting a greater autonomy to the regions could be an important step. Internationally, in 

economic terms, arriving at the conclusion of the association agreement and free trade 

agreement with the European Union is inevitable, but an agreement must be accompanied by 

serious guarantees on the path of reforms that the country will have to make in order to get 

closer to the European standards. However, at the same time, there must be a solution that 

ensures also adequate protection of the economic and commercial interests of Russia. On the 

political and geopolitical scale, any possibility of NATO membership is definitely excluded, 

but it is also necessary that the country will become neutral.  

4. HORIZON 2020 PROGRAMME SECTION “SECURE SOCIETIES - 

PROTECTING FREEDOM AND SECURITY OF EUROPE AND ITS CITIZENS” 

The Union’s funding helped to create and spread excellence across Europe, through the 7th 

Framework Programme and the Cohesion Policy funds, through the activities “Regions of 

Knowledge” and “Research Potential” of FP7 "Capacities" programme. Horizon 2020 is the 

financial instrument implementing the Innovation Union, a Europe 2020 flagship initiative 

aimed at Securing Europe's global competitiveness. The international cooperation in Horizon 

2020 will be composed of cooperation with three major groups of countries: 
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 Countries with industrialized and emerging economies;  

 Countries interested in the enlargement and in the proximity policy; 

 Developing countries.  

In particular, the Horizon 2020 programme section “Secure societies - Protecting freedom 

and security of Europe and its citizens” is designed to improve border security, starting with 

better protection of the maritime borders of security of the logistical chain and to support the 

Union's external security policies through conflict prevention and peace-building. In addition, 

the solutions will be developed to support the Union's external security policies in civilian 

tasks, ranging from civil protection to humanitarian aid, border management or peacekeeping 

and post-crisis stabilization, including conflict prevention, peace-building, and mediation. 

The Secure Societies Challenge will contribute to the implementation of the policy goals of 

the Europe 2020 strategy. 

4.1 Security 

The specific objective of this area is to promote secure European societies in a context of 

unprecedented transformations and growing global interdependencies and threats, while 

enhancing European culture of freedom and justice. The threat of large-scale military 

aggression is reduced and security concerns are focused on new multiple interconnected and 

transnational threats. Issues such as human rights, environmental degradation, political 

stability and democracy, social issues, cultural and religious or migration identity should be 

taken into consideration. In this context, the internal and external aspects of security are 

inextricably linked. In order to protect freedom and security, the EU calls for effective 

responses by using a comprehensive and innovative suite of security tools. Thus, research and 

innovation can and must play a clear role of support, aiming to understand, detect, prevent, 

and deter security threats. 

The focus of the activities is to: strengthen security through border management; increase 

Europe's resilience to crises; support the Union's external security policies, including conflict 

prevention and peace-building. 

4.2 The EU as a security zone 

In Europe, people can live in relative national security thanks to police authorities and the 

relevant judicial authority.  

Nevertheless, the European Union is increasing the cooperation and coordination between 

the Member States in order to create a global approach against possible security threats. This 

includes better cross-border cooperation between authorities of the Member States and 

supervisory authorities, particularly in the form of information exchange. The EU Internal 

Security Strategy forms the basis for EU Member States’ cooperation in the field of security-

related issues and it consists of 41 actions that aim to monitor the most urgent security 

threats. 

4.3 European Border Guard Teams 

The new Frontex Regulation, which entered into force in December 2011, specifies that 

Frontex will create European border guard teams (EBGT) for the distribution in joined 

operations at the border. The EBGT will consist of border guards of EU Member States, 

experts in different fields of border management, including surveillance of land and maritime 

borders. Member States shall contribute to the creation of this pool of experts according to 
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specific profiles developed by Frontex. After the selection process, Frontex will provide 

training to the members of the teams interested in their field of expertise and performed tasks. 

All members of the EGBT will receive training in both common European security and in 

international law, including fundamental rights and access to international protection.  

5. PECULIARITIES OF THE RUSSIAN BORDER REGIONS 

Border regions have border-related problems compared to the inner regions, but there are also 

some differences between the border regions that have to face different challenges. First of 

all, the "new" frontier regions suffer from the decline in cross-border economic relations. In 

fact, the centralized economy of the USSR developed the economy of each region as part of a 

production chain, so they were highly complementary and interdependent. Therefore, the 

introduction of standards of border and customs duties caused a rupture of the economic ties 

and major economic difficulties in border regions.  

Curiously, even now the borderlands constitute a significant share of Russia's foreign trade 

with neighbouring countries. Among the four regions of lead in terms of trade with Ukraine, 

the two border regions, Belgorod, and Rostov, indicate nearly 8% and 5% of the Russian 

turnover with Ukraine; the other two are Tyumen (about 13%) and Moscow (about 34%). 

The first holds deposits of oil and gas, it represents the main source of Ukrainian import from 

Russia. If the revenue per capita of the regions is considered with Ukraine, Belgorod Oblast 

will have the biggest indicator. The bottom-up approach is very strong especially in relation 

to Russia's borders with Belarus, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan. The factors that contribute to it 

are the mix of the population in the border regions, the fact that these countries constituted 

the core of the single State for a long time (the USSR) and that administrative boundaries 

between them were devoid of any particular significance. There has never been a border 

between Russia and some former Soviet republics (Belarus, Ukraine, etc.). Nowadays, these 

countries have common cultural heritage. According to recent research, only 39.1% of 

Ukrainians speak only Ukrainian, 36% only Russian, while 24.8 % speak both languages 

depending on the circumstances. 

6. CONCLUSIONS 

Putin’s strategy resembles that used in the Georgian enclaves of Abkhazia and South Ossetia 

during the conflict with Georgia in 2008. Moscow claims a right of interference in the 

territories inhabited by Russian minorities, but doing so directly affects the internal 

equilibriums of sovereign States. 

There are two main reasons why the Russian leader took such significant risks in 

managing the crisis in Ukraine: the weight of history, which considers Kiev as an integral 

part of Russian identity in cultural and religious terms and the fear of a contagion that could 

reignite internal dissent to the Russian Federation itself, so far found only occasionally. 

Therefore, the future of a neighbouring State that has always had close ties with Moscow is 

not the only one at stake, but probably also the maintenance of Putin’s regime, at least in the 

medium term.  

Crimea, as shown, has a troubled history and what happened was predictable; yet, the port 

of Sevastopol, as strategically important for the Russian fleet, isn’t certainly irreplaceable 

given the broad access to the Black Sea which Russia has. However, the most serious 

problem that the Ukrainian situation arises in the Kremlin remains of a political nature. 

Suffice it to say that other than the populations of Russian ethnicity and Ukrainians there is 

even a minority of Tatars who are Muslims that live in Crimea. This creates a direct link 
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between the recent events and the structure of the Russian State, threatened especially by a 

lack of economic dynamism, concealed social discontent and ethnic, linguistic and religious 

fragmentation of numerous peripheries.  

During the economic crisis, Ukraine turned to Russia when the conditions that were 

established by the West in order to grant aid seemed unacceptable to Yanukovych. However, 

one might wonder in case of a substantial fall of the world prices of oil and gas who Moscow 

could ever turn to. Basically, the iron fist of Putin could hide the fragility of his "country 

system". 

Either way, the internal Ukrainian dynamics will be crucial, since not even the Russian 

military force would be sufficient to control the whole country, as its diplomatic pressure 

wasn’t able to keep Yanukovych in office. To avoid a war of secession, Moscow will have to 

compromise on the protection of ethnic-linguist minorities, and to restore the full sovereignty 

of the Ukrainian State. In fact, its latest statements are in accordance. But what is really 

necessary is a government in Kiev which would be willing to include and reassure those 

minorities, rather than exclude, punish and attack them militarily. 

Beyond the internal factors, it is imperative for the USA and Europe to make difficult, 

serious and above all coherent decisions.  

As usual in front of popular uprisings or civil wars, Obama continues to hold a line, an 

expression of maximum prudence according to some, and of weakness according to others. It 

is still not clear at what concrete price he is willing to make Putin pay for a possible 

escalation in Ukraine; but, this vagueness and confusion concerns his foreign policy in 

general, as evidenced by Syria’s and Iran’s issues. 

A glance upon the EU would clarify that neither Brussels nor the individual States have 

the practical ability to provide an economic support that would supply the required amount 

and with such a readiness that would affect the current events. This has always been the 

dilemma of the Community's position on the Ukrainian matter; the EU recognizes the 

importance of the country, but it is also aware of the limits of its own action, whether for the 

size of the State, for the complex relations with Russia, or for the lack of a single voice, a 

coherent and common position. 

Each of Russia, the EU and the U.S.A. has been caught by surprise by the escalation of the 

situation in Ukraine, but unlike Putin, the last two have reacted late and in a non-articulated 

manner. The end of Yanucovich’s regime does not erase the geopolitical problems of 

Ukraine, which must be taken into consideration in order to develop any kind of strategy to 

resolve the current crisis. Supposing they are capable of doing so. 

The EU and the U.S.A. are in doubt about the best course to follow; this is shown by the 

curious "agreement" signed in Geneva on April 17 by the representatives of the EU, Russian, 

American governments and the Ukrainian government ad interim. It essentially provides an 

overall de-escalation, monitored by international observers under the mandate of the OSCE. 

The agreement was immediately and completely ignored by the parties in Ukraine, and it 

seemed a “pretence” from the outset. However, it has shown the despair of diplomacy to what 

actually is happening on the ground. There is no doubt that, for many Russians, the speed and 

superficiality were interpreted as a sign of Western weakness, given also that in the following 

days the schedule of sanctions had stopped (remaining limited to little more than symbolic 

levels) and only recently further steps were taken to hit the Russian economic interests, but 

always in a very selective and targeted manner. The major tangible cost that Moscow has 

paid is the one imposed by international markets, quick to give even summary evaluations on 

the current trend, but also fickle and therefore often unreliable as a thermometer of global 

strategic relations. 

At the moment, the gradual disintegration of Ukraine appears to be a plausible scenario, 

which most likely would pass for a civil war, de facto already taking place. Its regional 
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consequences would be difficult to predict, if not even catastrophic. The future of Russia 

itself is at stake, which is likely to become more aggressive on the outside but at the same 

time more insecure and fragile on the inside. So far, the uncertainty regarding the real 

contours of Russian ambitions caused a strategic weakness of will from the western part; 

however, this does not mean that the weakness will last forever or that this is a part of Putin’s 

strategy. 

The Ukrainian society is a decisive and underrated factor since the beginning of the crisis; 

the political system is dysfunctional and the factions that have alternated in power have 

depleted and depressed the country, promoting even the emergence of some radical 

movements. Meanwhile, those leaderships have never accepted the principle of a national 

reconciliation that could gradually give life to a true sense of the State even between the 

consistent Russian and Russian-speaking minorities, who are a majority in some regions.  

This is the basic problem that today does not allow the authorities of Kiev to control its 

territory and to exercise at least a real political soft power, even beyond the objective balance 

of power that certainly encourages Russia militarily. It must not be forgotten that it was the 

underestimation of the internal factor - "the square" – that surprised both Putin and the West 

in the days of the escape of then-President Yanukovych. A portion of responsibility for the 

future of the country is still in the hands of the Ukrainian leadership, now forced to consider 

the possibility of a "federalization" of the State in the attempt of preventing the 

disintegration, but it could become a halved sovereignty against Russian power. Either way, 

the internal framework is probably too composite to allow neutralization of the country. Such 

a solution would make the Ukrainian people an object, not an active subject of international 

negotiations, and this is probably impossible regardless of whether it is desirable or not. 

For this reason, many have spoken of a new "Cold War", which central dynamics was the 

strategic calculation of the "worst case scenario" in every possible situation, in the overall 

perspective of an all-out competition between the two blocks, which then urged both parties 

to use the military and economic power for deterrence. The constant deterrence required a 

certain degree of operational readiness and of arms race that otherwise would not have been 

justified. Each move had to have a response, the chain reaction was often inevitable, and 

building relationships of trust was the rare exception rather than the rule.  

Many assert that the absence of an ideological incentive by the current Russia makes a 

clash of that magnitude impossible, but it must not be forgotten that ideologies are created too 

quickly, with a mix of consensus-building and internal repression that can quickly change a 

society. 

It should be emphasized that even the common economic interests, which clearly everyone 

is trying to defend, end up in the background when the overall calculation of costs and 

benefits changes. History teaches that taking for granted the composition of a serious dispute 

using only the tools of economic interdependence is a mistake. 

The current trajectory of fragmentation of Ukraine is a disaster which can still be 

remedied, if the future scenarios that might occur are thought through. 

So far, the fear of an uncontrolled escalation, both in the territory of Ukraine and in the 

bilateral relationship with Russia, has almost paralyzed the Western reaction. However, if 

Moscow will take the road of a systematic assertion of its imperial right, the West, according 

to analysts, could make use of its full power for deterrence and enforcement. 

The reality is that Putin considers keeping Ukraine in the Russian sphere of influence a 

vital national interest and that he is willing to take big risks. Moreover, it seems highly 

probable that he does not take the threat of Obama seriously, after attending to the hesitation 

of the American President on Syria. 

A military response of NATO is unthinkable, as well as the western attempt to isolate 

Russia in the international community, of which it is an active member. Finally, the West 
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would need to demonstrate to Ukrainians that it would support the new government and that 

it can offer a path to prosperity, instead of Russia. 

Russia is not the old Soviet Union, which was relatively impervious to diplomatic and 

economic censorship. Putin knows that Russia could pay a high price for what he is doing in 

Ukraine. For now, he believes that the risk is worth taking because, in his eyes, the West is 

supine, decadent, and more concerned about maintaining Russian oil and gas exports than 

keeping a firm stand for the idea of a united, free and secure Europe. The problem with 

"Ukraine" is no longer about the Independence Square in Kiev, democracy in Ukraine or 

European integration. This is about how to maintain a vision of Europe - and, indeed, of the 

world - in which countries give the idea that the peoples are the only ones that are worth 

protecting. 

The solution of a negotiation on a new federal structure of Ukraine with certain guarantees 

for the Russian-speaking minority is surely a minimum requirement but perhaps not enough. 

A commitment for not joining NATO or the EU might be required. Those who report similar 

assumptions as limitations on the sovereignty of Ukraine do not fully evaluate the gravity of 

the alternatives. Proclaiming the right of Ukraine to choose its economic and military 

alliances certainly is not politically correct, but it is not a responsible strategy if it involves 

the risk of a split of the country and a new Cold War. 

Moscow certainly has a major responsibility in this crisis, at least for instigating 

insurrectionary actions in eastern Ukraine. The reports of international observers along with 

the Ukrainian secret service should clarify to which extent Russian agents have participated 

in those actions. However, it would be wrong as well as naive to attribute the state of 

agitation in Donetsk, Lugansk, Sloviansk and in other cities in the East even including 

Odessa solely to external interference; the same would be to say that Majdan was an 

operation of the western service. 

The animosity that divides Russians and Ukrainians in the East as in the West of the 

country is underestimated by many foreigners. In 2014, the risk isn’t to slip into a generalised 

military conflict but to an economic war and a new cold war, with disastrous consequences 

for European economies and for Ukraine itself, even if it was spared from a real civil war. It 

is a risk that some Western politicians seem willing to take, believing that Moscow is to 

blame. 

Probably the Russian action in Crimea, a logical consequence of the coup d’état favoured 

by the West in Kiev, was just another one of Putin’s moves to get him to deal with the United 

States and the European Union from a position of strength. The agreement reached in Geneva 

was just a farce. Now a new phase is opening in which Russia will have to decide whether to 

accept the minor role assigned to it by the West as a regional power or to revive its traditional 

geopolitical aspiration to become again a great power in alliance with the BRICS countries.  

It is also clear that the strategic and synergistic Russian-European economic relations have 

been cracked by the Russian-Ukrainian crisis, exactly how the United States wanted. 

However, it is obvious that major economic and political forces, especially in Germany, are 

pushing for a swift reconciliation with the Russian Federation. 

As predicted by President Putin, it is Italy’s turn to play a crucial diplomatic role to put 

Russia and the EU in contact with each other, since it will lead the next Presidency of the 

European Union. 

The final Portrait of the EU to the Ukrainian crisis highlights several very complex 

problems with which it must deal. The EU is not a geopolitical entity; it has less weight than 

the sum of its member states and even less than many of them considered singularly. On one 

hand, when it comes to military interventions the only weapon it possesses is the rhetoric; on 

the other, when it comes to real weapons the only remaining option is to invoke the 

protection of the U.S.A. In addition, the evaluations and perceptions of Russia and Putin are 
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different, if not opposite, depending on the distance and on relations also the sympathy for 

the U.S.A. and for its policy is related to the fear of Russia. After all, the political and 

strategic dependence on the U.S.A. determines that punishing Russia, EU will be punishing 

itself, given the vital economic relations with Moscow. 

That is true, but ultimately the problem is a political one: The EU seems unable to protect 

itself and its borders and to ensure peace and security, despite the policies adopted and in 

spite of the Horizon 2020 programme. 
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Abstract    

In the paradigm of post-production, food tourism is developing as a phenomenon of rural 

restructuring in some areas, especially in Western countries. The framework of food tourism 

is an expanded version of conventional rural tourism, which includes not only local food and 

gastronomy but also the culture and traditions of that area. In the last two decades, food 

tourism has attracted attention in various fields, including geography and tourism, as a form 

of sustainable tourism, making use of local resources. This paper uses a case study of tourism 

in Watou, a rural village in West Flanders, Belgium, to explore the relation between a 

traditional brewing culture and sustainable rural tourism. The research method consisted of 

gathering data through fieldwork, which included investigations of the distribution of tourist 

attractions and land use, and analysing the data from a geographical perspective. Through 

analysis and discussion, we found that in Watou there is a multiplex of food tourism, which 

consists of rural tourism, agritourism, slow food tourism and gastronomic tourism, and that 

tourists consume tourism resources, which are themed to the traditional brewing culture in 

each kind of tourism. The results show that food tourism in Watou, which connects these 

subareas with one another, leads to the preservation of rurality and to the sustainability and 

the revitalisation of the village. 

 
Keywords: authenticity, brewing, food tourism, gastronomic tourism, hop cultivation 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The last half-century has seen changes of social and economic structures in both rural and 

urban contexts. The West, seeking economic growth, applied productivism to agriculture in 

order to solve global food shortages after WWII; this increased yields per unit area and the 

specialisation and expansion of agricultural production. However, this commitment to 

productivism destroyed rural communities by triggering population and labour outflows and 

harmed the environment through soil pollution and water contamination, as the ideology 

promoted the mechanisation of agriculture and the use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides 

(Woods, 2005).  

In the 1990s, the ideology shifted from productivism to post-productivism not only due to 

productivism’s critics but also because consumers became increasingly interested in their 

food and because agriculture became less important to the economies of developed countries 

(Ilbery, 1998; Argent, 2002; Wilson and Rigg, 2003). The post-productivism concepts of the 
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‘commodification’ of rural space (Cloke, 1992; Butler et al., 1998) and the ‘rural idyll’ (Little 

and Austin 1996; Matthews et al., 2000; Horton, 2008) have been discussed based on the 

notion that rural space is captured as consumption space as well as production space. Rural 

tourism has been discussed in the context of the commodification of rural space, as it 

consumes aspects of rurality such as the nature, history, culture, and landscape of rural areas, 

thus promoting multi-functionalisation and revitalisation (Cloke, 1992; 1996; Ilbery, 1998). 

Kikuchi (2008) argued that there are three main types of rural tourism research: static 

analysis of the actual state of an area, dynamic analysis of impacts to the area, and system 

analysis of the sustainability of rural tourism, including the preservation of rural 

environments and the proper use of rural resources. He stated that the scholarly perspective 

has changed from static analysis to dynamic analysis, and then to analyses of sustainable 

systems after the ideological shift to post-productivism. Moreover, he indicated that the 

research framework of rural tourism is useful for examining relevant mechanisms from the 

perspective of connections to local resources but has limitations that prevent it from 

establishing a framework that integrates the diversification of rural environments and local 

resources. As a solution, he promoted the ‘food tourism’ framework.    

Studies of food tourism have been conducted by ethnology, cultural anthropology, and 

geography scholars. Using a concept similar to food tourism, Long et al. (1998) defined 

‘culinary tourism’ as an ‘intentional, exploratory participation in the foodways of an ‘Other’, 

including the consumption or preparation and presentation for consumption of a food item, 

cuisine, meal system, or eating style considered as belonging to a culinary ‘not one’s own’ 

from an anthropological perspective. Taking the tourism research perspective, Hall and 

Sharples (2003) drew from the wine tourism research of Hall and Mitchell (2001) to define 

‘food tourism’ in the following way: 

 

Consequently, food tourism may be defined as visitation to primary and secondary 

food producers, food festivals, restaurants and specific locations for which food 

tasting and/or experience the attributes of a specialist food production region are 

the primary motivating factor for travel. 

 

Moreover, Hall and Sharples (2003) argued that such a definition does not mean that any 

trip to a restaurant is food tourism, rather the desire to experience a particular type of food or 

the produce of a specific region or even to taste the dishes of a particular chef must be the 

major motivation for such travel. 

Thus, food tourism is a tourism type in which not only the food itself but also its 

production, production landscape, and culture are tourism objectives.  

Hall et al. (1998) argued that food tourism can be divided into categories, including rural 

tourism, in which the natural and cultural landscapes of the rural areas become tourism 

objectives; agritourism, in which the production landscapes and farmers’ markets are tourism 

objectives; and tourist experiences of the local life and food culture. The authors argued that 

interactive and stratified connections between each tourism objective build a sustainable 

tourism. Kikuchi (2008) developed this framework, insisting that the conceptual ‘space’ of 

food tourism is established using the spaces of rural tourism and agritourism – driven by 

culture and history – and that the emerging slow-food and gastronomic tourism types 

reflected consumers’ increasing interest in their food. 

In addition to discussions of food tourism’s structure, the sustainability of local food 

production under globalisation has become a controversial topic (Ilbery and Maye 2004; 

Marsden and Smith 2005; Mak et al., 2012). Wilson and Whitehead (2012) pointed out that 

the concept of local food is changing due to globalisation and that superficial branding is 

developing in remote rural areas such as County Clare, Ireland. Pike (2011) argued that 
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famous beer brand Newcastle Brown Ale has been experiencing the ‘sequential 

disconnection’ of its brand from local materials such as barley, hops and yeast, as the brand’s 

value has been expanding worldwide. This illustrates the discrepancy between ‘branding’ 

local and true local, while local branding and locally branded foods admittedly promote an 

area’s image. However, the relationship between local food and tourism in the context of 

globalisation has not been widely discussed and requires further analysis and case study.         

Therefore, this article investigates the spatial structure of food tourism through a case 

study on Watou Village, West Flanders, Belgium, where food tourism is important to local 

industry and thus suitable for this research. Additionally, the research is based on a literature 

survey of the history of the village and the data from fieldwork, including investigations of 

the distribution of tourism attractions and land use and casual interviews with tourism actors. 

Food tourism in Watou Village is strongly related to rural settings, which provide the fresh 

food ingredients and good environment demanded by tourists. Particularly, revealing the 

structure of food tourism in Watou Village will offer an example of tourism based on the 

consumption of rurality in the village.  

2. BREWING IN THE WATOU VILLAGE 

2.1 Geographical setting 

Watou Village lies in the Poperinge Municipality, located on the border with France (Figure 

1).  

 

 
Figure 1. Study area 

 

It lies on a plateau with hills and dales running successively from the south towards France 

and to the north towards the North Sea. The centre of the village is located on the edge of the 

plateau, which is eroded by a brook, Warandebeek.  

The origin of Watou Village is estimated at between the seventh and ninth centuries. It was 

a typical medieval feudal village (Rubbrecht, 1983). In the eleventh century, when hops were 

generally used for brewing, hop cultivation developed around the village because its soil was 

drier and more fertile than that of the sand dune areas and marshes on the shore of the North 

Sea. Since that era, the village’s local industry has consisted of agriculture – mainly hop 
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cultivation – and brewing, which have become interconnected. Therefore, though hop 

cultivation has declined due to an increase of import products, its agriculture and brewing 

industries remain strong. The village also features hospitality businesses connected with 

tourism such as cafes and restaurants. 

However, Watou Village is suffering from a serious population outflow to urban areas 

because of the reduced working opportunities in agriculture due to changes in its industrial 

structure after WWII. In 2010, the population of the village (including Abele and Sint-Jan-

ter-Biezen) was 1,828 (Poperinge Municipality, 2012), half of the village’s population in the 

1910s, when the brewing industries were in their golden age (Watou Community, 2012). This 

depopulation has affected the sustainability of not only the industry but also the community 

(Thissen, 2010; 2012).  

Recently Watou Village attracts food tourism, in which artisan brewing uses local 

resources, hop cultivation occurs as traditional agriculture, and slow foods and a sophisticated 

gastronomic cuisine are tourism resources. These are promoted in order to increase work 

opportunities and alleviate the depopulation problem (Figure 2). Therefore, new tourism in 

Watou Village is used to benefit the community. 

 
                     Source: Poperinge Municipality 

Figure 2. Promotion logo for tourism in Watou Village 
                               

2.2 Brewing history in the Watou Village  

The brewing industry in Watou has been driven by two local breweries – Van Ecke Brewery, 

descending from a brewery owned by a noble family, and Sint Bernardus Brewery, which 

started as a cheese factory in an abbey. Thus, the development of brewing as a local industry 

is described by surveying the history of these two breweries in this chapter. 

In medieval villages, beer was generally brewed at home as a nutritional supplement. 

Brewing in Watou Village emerged when the Earls van Yedeghem started governing Watou 

as a territory in the seventeenth century. Johanes, son of the first Earl, Karel van Yedeghem, 

built a castle in 1642 to display his family’s prosperity and attached a brewery to it. The beer 

was brewed not only for the family but also for the villagers there. At this time, some 

breweries were owned by aristocrats, the royal family, and abbeys (Jackson, 1997). However, 

the brewery and castle were demolished by the French in 1793. 

In 1820, a local farmer rebuilt the brewery, named ‘In de Gouden Leeuw’ (‘in the golden 

lion’), in response to the village’s increased brewing requirements. The brewery was renamed 

the ‘Van Eecke Brewery’ in 1862 when ownership was transferred to the Van Eecke family 

through marriage. As shown in Figure 3, which displays the evolution of Watou’s breweries, 

they were named after their owners and thus changed names when their ownership changed. 
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                  Source: Friedrich (1984)  

Figure 3. Transition of breweries in Watou Village 

                 

The figure also shows how strongly the brewing industry was related to the village’s 

families. Such family-owned breweries, as well as hop growing, became the main local 

industries. In 1907, at least six breweries were operating in the village.  

However, the golden age soon ended, as more than half of the breweries closed down in 

the latter part of the 1920s due to deteriorating management during WWI and the death of 

brewers. The Van Eecke Brewery survived in these hard times and had its ownership 

transferred through marriage in 1962 to the Leroy family, who were brewing in nearby 

village Boezinge. Since then, the Leroy family has been running the Van Eecke Brewery in 

both Watou Village and Boezinge Village. The Van Eecke Brewery asked in 1981 by the 

Poperinge Municipality to brew a special beer for the Hop Festival, began brewing the 

Poperings Hommel Bier. This beer, brewed with hops harvested in the Poperinge area 

(including Watou Village), is a world-famous local branded beer. 

Sint Bernardus Brewery began when the monks of Mont des Cats Abbey in 

Godewaersvelde, France, about 10 km south of Watou Village, fled there to escape the 

tyranny of French government occupation in the early 1900s. They built a cheese factory 

named ‘Le Refuge de Notre Dame de St. Bernard’ and refurbished an abandoned farmstead. 

When the tyranny eased in 1934, the monks went back to France, and the factory was bought 

by Evarist Deconinck. He expanded the factory and took over the production of cheese, 

which was sold at the Mont de Cats Abbey. 

In 1946, Sint Sixtus Abbey in Westvleteren faced financial problems due to the need to 

repair its building and brewing facility, which were damaged by the Germans. The abbey 

decided to sell its brewing and selling licenses in order to cover the repair costs. These were 

sold to the Deconinck cheese factory, and the ‘Sint Sixtus’ brand of beer was brewed in a 

new brewery, Sint Bernardus, named after the former cheese factory.  

Sint Sixtus was brewed at the Sint Bernardus Brewery until 1992 when the license 

expired. Afterward, the brewery brewed the same kind of beer but rebranded and sold as ‘Sint 
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Bernardus Abt 12’. The quality of the beer brewed at the Sint Bernardus Brewery is highly 

regarded all over the world, which is why 40% of its products are exported. 

2.3 Brewing in Watou Village from the perspective of Belgian beer production trends 

Why have Watou’s two breweries – Van Eecke and Sint Bernardus – survived in such a small 

village on the periphery of Belgium? The expansion of their sales markets overseas and their 

branding as ‘authentically’ brewed in Watou Village appear to be factors.   

On the whole, Belgian brewing has tended to favour export: approximately 60% of all 

Belgian beer production was exported in 2008 (Figure 4). 

 
                Source: The brewers of Europe (2010). 

Figure 4. Top 10 beer exporters in Europe 
                       

There are two reasons for Belgium’s export-oriented brewing. First, as is true of the top 

four beer-producing countries, Belgium contains the world’s famous beer company, 

Anheuser-Busch InBev, which is headquartered in Leuven and brews the world-famous lager 

Stella Artois. Second, even relatively small Belgian breweries tend to export, while 

promoting their ‘originality’. Craft beers have recently begun to gain in popularity against 

mass-produced beers along with the restructuring of global food culture and increased 

gastronomic demand. 

These trends in export-oriented brewing include the breweries in Watou Village. The Van 

Eecke Brewery mainly exports to France, along with countries such as Britain, the US, and 

Japan. The Sint Bernardus Brewery exports 40% of their production, which goes to European 

countries such as Italy and Sweden along with the US and Japan. These exports increase not 

only revenue but also the international recognition of branded beer. Tourists, especially beer 

lovers, visit Watou Village from all over the world – from Japan and the US as well as from 

neighbouring areas in the Netherlands and France. 

Authenticity is another factor in the breweries’ survival. MacCannell (1976) defined 

‘authenticity’ as the quality of being ‘real’, ‘genuine’, or ‘original’. Watou’s breweries exist 

as consumption spaces of authenticity, as tourists are able to experience and enjoy the 

village’s own resources when they visit. The breweries hold tours regularly to respond to 

tourists who want to experience their authenticity.  
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The tours provide the tourists with a systematic understanding of the brewery, the village’s 

history, and the brewing process and equipment (Figure 5). 

 
Figure 5. Guided tour of brewery 

                

All aspects of the brewery, such as the sound and heat of the brewing machines and the 

smell of the malts, hops, and leftovers, become significant factors in the authenticity as the 

tourists walk around the working breweries and enjoy the experience with all five senses. The 

final attraction of the tour is a beer tasting, during which tourists drink beer brewed in the 

facility, thus testing the authenticity. The Sint Bernardus Brewery gives souvenir sets of beer 

bottles and glasses in order to allow the visitors to re-experience their authenticity later. The 

brewery tour is a strategy used to inspire repeat visits to Watou Village. 

Another factor that improves the authenticity of brewing is branding, especially local 

branding. Both breweries use local hops harvested in the Poperinge municipal area, including 

Watou Village. This not only shows their local pride but also improves the authenticity of 

their beer. Moreover, their products are distributed locally and enjoyed by local people, 

though their marketing is worldwide (Sint Bernardus’ export percentage is particularly high, 

as mentioned). 

They use the local names ‘Watou’ and ‘Poperinge’ to label their beer – in, for example, 

the Watou Tripel and ‘Sint Bernardus’ series produced by Sint Bernardus Brewery and 

Watou’s Wit and Poperings Hommel Bier produced by the Van Eecke Brewery. Thus, the 

beers brewed in Watou Village are promoted as local brands. 

Therefore, the global expansion of their marketing promoted the international fame of 

Watou’s breweries and of their beer. This fame then became an opportunity to attract tourists 

from all over the world. The authenticity of the village’s traditional brewing has been 

preserved in order to respond to the tourists’ demand for authentic brewing. Therefore, 

brewing in Watou Village, a remote village in Belgium, survives due to the ideal combination 

of the breweries’ pursuit of marketing expansion and tourists’ demand for authenticity. 

3. STRUCTURE OF FOOD TOURISM IN WATOU VILLAGE 

3.1 Rural landscape   

Watou’s breweries are an important tourism resource but not the only one. The village’s rural 

landscape, including the area’s farmhouses and cultivation as well as the actual landscape, is 

another important tourism resource. As Figure 6 shows, the centre of the village was 

apparently originally a street, along with the road running north to south. 
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Figure 6. Land use in Watou Village (2012) 

                          

After Sint Bavo Church was built, the village changed into a green village, of a kind 

typical in Europe. Cafes, restaurants, groceries, and galleries are now located around the 

village square, forming a small commercial centre. The village has begun to form into an 

irregularly clustered style, with the building of new shops and houses and the development of 

urbanisation and tourism continuing alongside farmsteads located apart from the village 

centre. The changes in the village’s structure have been influenced by the geographical 

position of the village centre, which is located on the node of a series of roads. 

Farmsteads are dispersed around the village centre, a distribution that reflects area 

reclamation. This area was once covered by woods on a gently undulating plain. People 

settled along the dales or along the border of the lowlands and plateaus, where they could 

obtain water easily. They reclaimed only their own lands. Thus, settlers built their houses 

dispersively and were surrounded by reclaimed farmland. This agricultural reclamation 

produced the current distribution of farm houses and large, concentrated farmlands. Some 

woodland was left alongside the ridges, as the reclamation expanded from the dales. In the 

southeast of Watou Village, there is a woodland called ‘Witch Wood’, a forest left over from 

the reclamation. Witch Wood, a place of preserved nature, is used for tourist activities such as 

hiking and trekking.  

Farmlands are concentrated around farmhouses, but the nature of their usage tends to 

depend on their distance from the main buildings. On farmlands near main buildings, 

potatoes and vegetables tend to be cultivated; on farmlands somewhat farther away, grains 

such as barley and corn are grown; farmlands even farther away are used as meadows. Hops, 

so typical of Watou Village’s landscape, tend to be cultivated in the fields close to the main 

buildings (Figure 7).  
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Figure 7. Landscape of hop cultivation 

              

Hop is a dioecious climbing plant species of the Cannabaceae family; only its unpollinated 

female flowers are used for brewing. The harvest season for hops is usually late summer (i.e. 

early September) in Watou. Hop bines grow to six or seven meters by harvest time, climbing 

along wires.  

Brewing and hop cultivation occur quite close together in the village because Belgium’s 

hop cultivation occurs only in Poperinge Municipality (aside from Aalst Municipality, where 

a few hop farms are located); this is very advantageous for the village breweries, as they use 

fresh hops, whose aroma and taste deteriorate rapidly over time. Therefore, Watou’s rural 

landscape, including its hop cultivation landscape, is a resource not only for rural tourism but 

also for the agritourism associated with the brewing process. 

3.2 Hospitality facilities and accommodations 

Watou’s restaurants and cafes use the area’s environment as another tourism resource. Figure 

8 shows the distribution of the area’s restaurants and cafes.  

 
Figure 8. Distribution of catering facilities (2012) 

               

The restaurants are concentrated near village centres such as Abele and Sint-Jan-ter-

Biezen around the village centre of Watou. Many cafes are also located between the village 

centres of Watou and Abele; these restaurants and cafes serve local cuisine and beers brewed 
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in Watou Village, allowing people to enjoy slow-food tourism. However, the centre of slow-

food tourism in the village, where the restaurants and cafes are concentrated, is in the centre 

of Watou.   

The restaurants and cafes in the village centre are clustered around the square. Although 

the local cuisine and beers served in the facilities surrounding the village centre are also 

served in these facilities, the venues around the square tend to serve a more sophisticated, 

gastronomic style of cuisine. For instance, rabbit pot, which is boiled with potherbs, satisfies 

tourists’ appetite for traditional local food. When they use local beer to cook this dish, an 

ordinary local traditional meal becomes specialty cuisine that satisfies epicures as well. The 

emergence of this kind of cuisine illustrates how slow food tourism in Watou Village has 

developed into gastronomic tourism.  

Het Hommelhof (‘The Hop Garden’), located on the village square, in the heart of the 

area’s gastronomic tourism. Het Homelhof was an ordinary local restaurant that opened in 

1984, when a closed disco was refurbished. In 1986, owner–chef Stefaan Couttenye decided 

to introduce the village’s food culture to the world and started serving ‘Bierkeuken’ (‘beer 

cuisine’) in collaboration with the two local breweries. It began to attract beer lovers from all 

over the world. Michael Jackson, English beer critic, described Het Hommelhof as a splendid 

restaurant that serves beer cuisine along with local beer in his books The Great Beers of 

Belgium and The Beer Companion, attracting the attention of epicures and cooking expats. 

Het Hommelhof appeared in the Michelin Guide, and Couttenye wrote a book, De Bierkeuken 

van‘t Hommelhof (The Beer Cuisine from Het Hommelhof’). Thus, the presence of a 

restaurant with a worldwide reputation was an important factor in the development of 

gastronomic tourism in Watou Village.  

Figure 9 shows the distribution of accommodations in the village. Accommodations are 

distributed eastwards from the village centre, reflecting the fact that Poperinge’s town centre 

is located approximately 10 km east of Watou Village. Distribution patterns differ by 

accommodation type. 

 
Figure 9. Distribution of accommodations (2012) 

 

For example, many hotels and BandBs are near the centre of the village. These facilities 

offer more luxury and services than are needed to enjoy the rural environment and thus relate 

strongly to gastronomic tourism. On the other hand, holiday cottages tend to be located at a 

distance from the centre; some of these are barn conversions on farmsteads. Their users 

clearly prefer the rural environment as a refuge from the bustle of the town.  
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Het Brouwershuis (‘The Brower’s House’), located far from the centre, is a BandB owned 

by Sint Bernardus Brewery. The building was the mansion owned by Dekoninck, the 

brewery’s founder. Guests can enjoy activities such as brewery tours, cycling, walking 

around the rural villages, and tasting the local and gastronomic cuisine in area restaurants. In 

the BandB’s library, free Sint Bernardus beers are prepared for the guests, who can read 

books or converse while enjoying their beers. For breakfast, local food such as bread baked at 

a village bakery and cheese made at Sint Bernardus Brewery are served. Although most 

guests are European (including Belgians), more Japanese are visiting, thanks to the fame 

produced by increased exports to Japan. 

Watou Village’s hospitality facilities and accommodations have specific spatial 

distributions. The restaurants and cafes that serve local slow food and the cottages used to 

enjoy a rural static ambiance tend to be located around the village centre, while the 

restaurants, cafes, hotels, and BandBs for beer lovers and tourists who wish to enjoy a more 

sophisticated experience are located right in the centre. The spatial specialisation and 

distribution of the various kinds of hospitality facilities and accommodations are designed to 

respond to tourists’ demands and to attract them. Paste that uses beer brewed in Watou 

Village is sold in a butcher shop on the square, representing a local slow-food supply system. 

Thus, slow-food and gastronomic tourism co-occur, in which village and food are strongly 

interconnected, as tourists enjoy the local food supply as a tourism resource in Watou 

Village.  

3.3 Infrastructure of food tourism 

Tourism resources alone cannot serve as a tourism attraction. Cycling routes are provided by 

West Flanders Province in order to connect tourism resources effectively. Tourism by bike is 

encouraged by the province, exploiting the region’s relatively flat terrain. While touring on 

road bikes is a major sport in the area, casual cycling on rented bikes is popular with tourists, 

and many cycle shops, hotels, and BandBs rent bikes. 

Cycling routes run all over the province, and tourists can easily obtain cycling maps 

published by the province at tourist offices, souvenir shops, and groceries stores. Tourists 

enjoy cycling around rural areas, even when unfamiliar with their geography, because they 

can trace their way by checking the number of cross points on a map and the number of signs 

on the road (Figure 10).  

 
Figure 10. Cycling route and route sign 

                  

These cycling maps cover all of West Flanders Province, based on official maps published 

by the Belgium Geographical Survey Institute. Moreover, about 50 kinds of themed courses 

are available and are also mapped. Hoppeland (‘Hop Field’) runs around hop fields in the 
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Poperinge Municipality, and Malende Molens (‘Griding mills’) passes by mills around the 

Bruges Municipality. Every map indicates the locations of tourism resources such as 

restaurants and cafes as well as bike repair facilities and bike-friendly BandBs. 

As Figure 8 shows, restaurants and cafes are located about six or seven kilometres from 

the centre of the village; the cycling routes branch off from these places, which are thus 

convenient places for tourists to take a rest, as they start from the centre of the village and 

cycle slowly around the rural areas. Accommodations are located at a distance from the 

cycling routes, where quiet rural environments are preserved. Restaurants and cafes are thus 

more related to the cycling routes than are the accommodations, indicating that the cycling 

maps are designed for ordinary tourists, who want to enjoy casual cycling. 

As discussed, cycling routes help connect tourism resources to each other in Watou 

Village, with restaurants and cafes working as nodes. Accommodations that can function as 

starting or destination points are located inside spaces created by the passes, and the nodes 

support the village’s tourism spatial distribution. Therefore, Watou Village’s tourism has 

developed stable because its nodes, passes, and tourism spaces are located rationally and 

work not only individually but also as a correlated system. 

4. DISCUSSION 

We have discussed the structure of food tourism in Watou Village. It comprises four spaces 

(Figure 11).  

 
Figure 11. Structure of food tourism in Watou Village 

 

The first is the space of rural tourism; here, the natural and cultural landscapes are the 

attractions. For Watou Village, the hop cultivation landscape that characterises its local 

tradition, its terrain landscape composed of hills and dales, and its village landscape that has 

preserved the typical green village have become attractions for rural tourism.  

The second space is that of agritourism, which comprises not only the agricultural 

production landscape but also the direct sale of the products cultivated and processed in the 

area. Watou Village features several agritourism factors. The hop cultivation landscape, a 

major rural tourism attraction, can also become an agritourism attraction because it is a food 

production landscape. Moreover, brewery tours that exhibit beer brewing using local hops are 

attractions that feature a kind of food production landscape. Tasting the beer in the breweries, 

buying it directly from the breweries, and staying at a brewery’s guest house are also 

important agritourism practices.  

The third space is that of slow-food tourism, which is based on an area’s traditional food 

culture. Watou Village’s restaurants, cafes, and grocery shops are slow-food tourism 

resources. Traditional local cuisine and locally brewed beer are served in the village’s 

restaurants and cafes; other local foods such as cheeses are sold in a butcher and supermarket 

used by local people.  
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The fourth space is that of gastronomic tourism, an evolution of slow-food tourism 

inspired by epicurism; its resource is a new-traditional local food culture generated by first-

class chefs. The area’s sophisticated local cuisine becomes an attraction. In Watou Village, 

Stefaan Couttenye, owner–chef of Het Hommelhof, transformed slow-food tourism into 

gastronomic tourism by introducing his new-traditional food culture – beer cuisine (local beer 

combined with local traditional food) – to the world.  

Food tourism in Watou Village is thus divided into four spaces: rural tourism, agritourism, 

slow-food tourism, and gastronomic tourism. However, area-specific phenomena, factors, and 

systems are needed to connect these spaces with one another (Kikuchi 2008). In Watou 

Village, one of the strings that bring each space together is a network of cycling routes. 

Tourists visiting the village enjoy the rural and brewing production landscapes and taste the 

local traditional cuisine and beer in the local restaurants and cafes while cycling along the 

routes, which thus serve as passes that systematically connect the village’s tourism resources.   

Another string is culturally and historically generated authenticity. Traditional hop 

cultivation and brewing are deeply related to each tourism space. Authenticity is thus added 

to not only the beers brewed in the village but also the tourism related to brewing. Tourists 

enjoy this authenticity either consciously or unconsciously.  

Furthermore, those spaces are commonly based on the rurality of Watou Village. The 

setting of Watou as a rural area becomes not only the foundation of the tourism space but also 

of tourism resources themselves through the production of hops and beers and also the 

cuisine in which those products are used. As a result, tourists who visit the village enjoy such 

rurality-based tourism resources. Tourists who value this authenticity and rurality become 

frequent guests and thus sustain the village’s tourism industry. 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

Watou Village features a new systematic tourism that has developed a local tradition and 

culture into food and gastronomy. Its food tourism is more sustainable than are many other 

tourism attractions based on culture, history, and rurality; it is connected by strings in the 

form of cycling routes and authenticity and supported by breweries that are not trapped by 

tradition but have actively expanded their marketing worldwide. Collaboration between those 

breweries and a restaurant has made the local food world famous. In addition to this, rurality 

in the village plays an important role of the food tourism. Namely, the food tourism is 

strengthened by the connection between rurality and authenticity as a hop cultivating, West 

Flanders village. 

Therefore, food tourism in Watou Village becomes a sustainable structure due to the 

existence of diverse spaces and local resources. The development of food tourism leads to the 

revitalisation of the village, which once declined as a result of traditional industry. Tourism in 

Watou Village illustrates one kind of response to the post-productivist rural area under 

globalisation that has improved a local brand and its rurality-supported authenticity. 
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